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LOOKING AHEAD:

The PAM-Tan Sri

Ar Chan Sau Lai
Architecture Award
2013 that was
aimed at recognising
emerging talents
among architectural
students yielded a
rich harvest of ideas

s mmomsien o]
YVONNE YOONG

uring an interval reserved for the
Dmedia to pose questions to the
Founder of Pertubuhan Akitek
Malaysia’s PAM-Tan Sri Ar Chan Sau Lai
Architecture Award after the winners
announcementand award presentation,
_Tan Sri Ar Chan appeared relaxed as
he eloquently fielded questions from
the vantage point of the revolving
Atmosphere 360 restaurantin the Kuala
Lumpur Tower which boasts of having
the highest view in town.

He recollected his first brush with
having received an award when he was
an architecture student and the positive
impactit made on him.Buoyed by a sense
of achievement, this is what he hopes to
impart to theyoungarchitectural talents.

“My vision is for the award to impart
a sense of prestige to the architectural
profession in Malaysia, by branding and
elevating outstanding students, and
drawing attention to the industry.

“This collaborative effort with
PAM, which lays the foundation for
internships, recognition and exposure,
is essential in building a new generation
of homegrown architects to pave the

way to meet the challenges of the
future,” explained the obviously resolute

- architectwho has designed some of the

buildings that grace the city’s skylines.”
‘Judging from the proliferation of .

architectural designs showcased during

the awards ceremony recently, the aim.

of the award to spuryoung architectural
talents on is already bearing fruit.

PAM President Ar Chan said
_ ‘the award was open to final year
architecture students.

Chua’s entry entitled KL Rain Roof hopes to solve the pollution problem at the Puduraya Bus Terminal, KL, with his
architectural renderings navigating rainfall through the roof’s design earning him the award cash prize of RM25,000.

Awarding architectural

Tan Sri Ar Chan, founder of the
award hopes to spur the growth of
homegr:own architectural talents.

Besides Tan Sri Ar Chan, Executive
Chairman of Beneton Properties and
Member of the PAM Education Fund,
the other jury members included Ar Hj

- Saifuddin Ahmad, PAM Immediate Past

President; Ar Boon Che Wee, PAM Past
“President and Convener of the award; Ar

~ Mohd Zulhemlee An, PAM Vice Presiderit -
- and Education Committee.Chairmanand.

Ar Dr Lim Teng Ngiom, PAM Educatlon
Fund Board Member.

This year, a total of 31 entries were
received from students of local and
overseas universities and colleges.

PAM Immediate Past President Ar
Saifuddin was one of the judges for
the award.

Shohl isted winners

Chua Yheu-Shen, a student.from the .
" Architectural Association (AA) School of

Architecture, UK was named the award
winner, with his entry entitled KL Rain
Roof proposing an idea that he envisions
would solvethe pollution problem that is
prevalent at the Puduraya Bus Terminal,
KL.His design that focuses on navigating
rainfall through the roof's design earned
him the main cash prize of RM25,000.
Other recipients of the award who
received a RM5,000 commendation
cash prize each included Mazlin
binti Mohtar, a student from the
University of Melbourne, Australia
for her conceptualisation of Avalon
2032: Adaptive Airport that celebrates
technology and sustainability in the
airport building design and Muhammad
Qhawarizmi bin Norhisham® from
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM),
Shah Alam for his Institute of Mental
Athleticism gaming community project.
Clifford Loh Jia Yang, a student from
the University of Tasmania, Australia
received a commendation for his George
Town.Performing Arts & Media Centre
project that explores adesignated space
tofosteradeep sense of appreciation for
the performing arts and new mediaarts.
Thejoint submission entitled Shengsi
Islands: Tourism Masterplanning by Ho
Meng Hngand Thor EuRic, both students
from the University of Melbourne,
Australia clinched a commendation for
their tourism industry rejuvenationidea
for an archipelago off Shanghai, China.
Five finalists who walked away with
a cash prize of RM1,000 each included
student Yasmin binti Abdul Rahman
from Universiti Teknologi Mara, Shah
Alam Superfarm with her project aimed
at increasing food production by way
of a multi-level precision farm design
as opposed to conventional farming
methods that are currently employed.
Nurlaila Izyan binti Mad Zin from
Universiti Putra Malaysia was another
award finalist for her Pudu Creative Hub
project to turn Pudu Prison site into a
space for creative tourism to thrive.

Other finalists included Azharul bin

Kaspol from Universiti Putra Malaysia

whose Angkasapuri Symphony Arena
project explores the idea of turning a
concert hall intoa symbol of the cultural
spirit of a city.

Esmonde Yap Shiwen from University
of New South Wales, Australia with his
entry entitled The Recovery of Fallen
Horizon highlights the central idea
underpinning this project that sets out
to explore the relationship between the
sky (air), earth (ground) and the horizon
(the intangible), thereby leading to a
design interpretation which is sensitive
to all three elements exploring an
architectural horizon that reflects the
undulating patterns of the surroundings.

Chuah Keat Wei from the University
of Melbourne, Australia with his
Borderland project proposed the
redesigning of a cathedral in which the
design breaks down the hard edges to

_connect seamlessly with the streets. In
- essence, he said it is like “the slope of

the forecourt (which) draws the city into
the depth-of the cathedral, where the
gradient shifts from secular to sacred”.

KL Rain Roof

* Chua, 25,who'is now a designer at Kohn

Pedersen Fox (KPF), London emerged as
the winner with his entry, KL Rain Roof.

“This project is a response towards

pollution and the monsoon season in KL.
It challenges the typology of atransport
terminal for buses which predominantly
have seen vehicles produce polluted

‘carbon monoxide emissions.

“A clear example would be the old
Puduraya Bus Terminal being badly
damaged by pollution. This evolves
into the question of environmental
degradation that must be addressed
in tandem with the experimentation
of renewable building types without
sacrificing the need for an effective
trafficsystem. It looked at the possibility
of creating a cell that would excite a
momentum, generating cycles of (a) self-
cleansing environment using rain water.”

He said the solution hinges around
the excessive rainfallin KL during the day
to “cleanse the air within the terminal”.

“The roof design which allows guided
rain penetration forms the rain curtains

within the terminal building, creatin
cinematic experience without affect
the movement of commuters. T
not only reduces air pollutants but
the same time, creates a cool ind
environment. Water collected will tl
be reused domestically,” he said of
idea following six months' research w
Envisioning the use of mater
including structural steel and compo.
steel, and secondary materials |
galvanised aluminium roof panels,
said that when viewed from a wi
perspective, the concept of the cit
“approached as a project, not in the st
ofamasterplan butrather learning fr
the characteristics that make a city".
“Establishing the environmer
ambition and questioning the typ
function of a roof” in order to enab
typologically enhanced environmer
condition” was his modus operai
Having identified the “problems
the city” as a startlng point, he tl
experimented on “the typolog

: transformatlon of a terminal”.

“My interest has always been ab
architecture's role in ourcities today.
buildings can be renewed by establist

talents

architecture’s most fundamer
attributes related to building tyj
(It's about) experimenting how
architectural ideas of the city can proy
alternatives to the design philoso
dominated by disciplines of urban de:
and masterplanning. This has been
core subject and interest that | stuc
over the years at the AA," he stresse
Driven by a keen interest in
building” and the idea that architec
is a “three-dimensional anthropol
that serves asamedium of engagerr
between the public and the priv
domains’, he vouched that depending
its execution, architecture could be
a ‘small player within a wider conte:
“Therefore, for architecture to |
an effective role in our cities toda
has to reach a scale beyond itself. C
through the multiplicity of types
infrastructure, will architecture have
power to formulatea polmcal orderti
an architecture of the city,” he opine
Elements of sustainability »
included, with the project respondin
the Green Building Index (GBI), fulfil
the six criteria - water efficiency, ene

~ efficiency,indoor environmental quz

sustainablessite planning & managem
materials & resources and innovatic

Avalon 2032: Adaptive Airport
Mazlin's entry entitled Avalon 2C
Adaptive Airport was partofanindivi
studio project with the overall pro
taking ten weeks to complete from
idea to the final conceptualisation.
“Airport (design demands) a pro

oriented architecture. The st

investigated the evolution of airy
design by con5|der|ng how change
the processing facilities would ef
the architectural outcomes. The
was for passengers to have a seam
experience while going through
boarding process from checking il
boarding the aircraft,” she said.
“The philosophy of the design we
celebrate technology and sustainab
by making the process transparent.
main driver behind this philosopt
behaviour change, the notion of v
you don't know you can‘tact on’.
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