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PAM LAUDS MINISTER NGA KOR MING’S INITIATIVES TO REFORM AGENDA AT PAM ANNUAL
DINNER

KUALA LUMPUR, 22 June 2026 — Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) expresses its gratitude to the
Minister of Housing and Local Government (KPKT), YB Nga Kor Ming, who attended the PAM Annual
Dinner on 20 June 2026 night and was conferred the prestigious PAM President’s Award for his visionary
leadership in modernising Malaysia’s built environment.

In a landmark address, the Minister outlined a progressive vision for the construction and housing industry,
heavily emphasizing statutory compliance, digital transformation, and fair remuneration. PAM stands firmly
aligned with the Ministry, noting that these reforms will directly translate to faster, more cost-effective project
deliveries for the Malaysian public, homeowners, and property developers.

1. Upholding the Rule of Law & Streamlining Approvals
Addressing the regulatory environment, the Minister stated in his speech:

"As we continue to modernise and improve our development approval processes, we must remain guided
by the rule of law. Recently, the Shah Alam High Court affirmed the right of Architects to submit applications
for Planning Approval (KM). As the judgment stands, it should be respected and duly observed by all parties
involved in the planning process."

Responding to this, the President of PAM emphasised that the ruling brings vital clarity that benefits the
public through improved project delivery:

"PAM highly values the close working relationship between Architects and town planners in shaping our
nation’s-built environment. We truly respect the vital role of town planners in nation-building. We welcome
the clarity provided by the High Court and the Minister especially on the issue of building-specific planning
approvals (KM Bangunan). This clarity allows for a more seamless process, enabling Architects to act as a
single point of contact for building-centric projects, which is highly expedient for clients and homeowners if
they choose to appoint the Architect for this scope."”

The Minister further pledged:

"Moving forward, the Ministry will continue to engage closely with local authorities, professional bodies and
relevant agencies through the Jabatan Kerajaan Tempatan (JKT) and PlanMalaysia to ensure that planning
procedures are implemented consistently, transparently and in full compliance with the law."

The PAM President noted that this commitment to efficiency will greatly assist everyday Malaysians:

"In the spirit of the Minister’s vision, PAM looks forward to collaborating with the Ministry and local
authorities to further optimise approval processes. For straightforward applications—such as home
renovations, individual houses or situated within an already approved local plan—simplifying procedural
requirements will save ordinary homeowners significant time and money. This collaborative approach to
reducing red tape ensures that clients can efficiently direct their resources, engaging either Architects or
town planners with specialised urban expertise to bring the most value to their vision."

2. Ensuring Financial Security & Fair Fees

The Minister also addressed the challenging economic climate faced by professionals, explicitly linking
digital integration to financial security:
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"Beyond regulatory reform, we are also strengthening security mechanisms through HIMS [Housing
Integrated Management System] and LAM-BOS [Board of Architects Online Fee Stakeholder System]. It is
with no doubt that professionals should be remunerated fairly and promptly in accordance to the law.

Through this mechanism, we are dedicated to strengthening payment security and ensuring that Architects
receive timely payment for work completed.”

Welcoming this initiative, the PAM President stated that protecting professional fees is crucial as Malaysia
transitions into a high-income nation demanding highly complex, technical, and high-risk design work:

"The seamless integration of KPKT's housing management systems with our board's central fee
stakeholder portal is a massive breakthrough for the industry's financial ecosystem. To complement the
Ministry’s efforts, PAM is currently developing a comprehensive review of fees and services offered by
Architects today. This framework will clearly articulate the sophisticated scope of current Architectural
practices, ensuring fees are tied transparently to actual time spent, protecting clients from unexpected costs,
and protecting Architects from 'scope creep'—where extra work is performed without fair compensation."

The Minister concluded his message with a firm reminder to the fraternity:

"While the government is ensuring fees are paid in a timely manner, PAM President and members of PAM
should cooperate with one another and not undercut on fees."

Endorsing the Minister’s call to action, the PAM President urged total solidarity within the profession:
"PAM echoes the Minister’s call entirely. We urge all members to stand together, respect the value of our
expertise, and not to undervalue their services. By doing so, we safeguard the financial viability of our

practices, allowing us to attract top talent and maintain the absolute highest standards of safety, innovation,
and quality for the public we serve."

- ENDS-
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About Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM)

Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) — Malaysian Institute of Architects — is the national professional
institute representing Architects in Malaysia. PAM’s mission statement is "To promote the advancement of
architecture and the architectural profession for the betterment of society".

Founded in 1923 as the Institute of Architects Malaya, its name was changed in 1948 to the Federation of
Malaya Society of Architects (FMSA), then allied to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). Another
change to its current name to reflect national sovereignty came about on 20th January 1967 when PAM was
registered with the Registrar of Societies.

PAM currently has approximately 5,000 members consisting of professional Architects, graduates, and
students. Apart from its registered address in the capital city, PAM membership is also represented across
Malaysia with member chapters in Sabah, Sarawak, Penang (Northern chapter), Johore Baru (Southern
chapter) and East Coast.

On 19 July 2017, PAM completed an important milestone with the official opening of its own headquarters
building in Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur. The PAM Centre is a GBI Platinum-rated building,
a result of an open architectural competition.

The institute organises the annual PAM Architecture Awards and maintains a regular extensive programme
of publications and programmes on architectural matters relating to its members, the
public and the environment.

For more information, please visit www.pam.org.my or contact the Secretariat at:

Level 7, PAM Centre

99L, Jalan Tandok, Bangsar, 59100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Email: info@pam.org.my

Telephone: (+603) 2202 2866

Fax: (+603) 2202 2566
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