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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                     18 JUNE 2026 
 
CONFERMENT OF THE PAM PRESIDENT’S AWARD TO YB TUAN NGA KOR MING, MINISTER OF 
HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
KUALA LUMPUR, 18 June 2026 – Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (The Malaysian Institute of Architects, 
PAM) officially present the PAM President’s Award to YB Tuan Nga Kor Ming, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government (KPKT), during the PAM Annual Dinner at M Resort Hotel Kuala Lumpur. This distinguished 
accolade recognises the strategic coordination, policy engagement, and structural collaborations 
established between the Ministry and the architectural profession to advance national built environment 
frameworks. 
 
The PAM President’s Award is an esteemed accolade reserved for non-architect individuals who have 
rendered exemplary contributions to PAM, the profession, or the national construction industry. This year, 
the Institute recognises a ministerial tenure characterised by progressive policy updates, open industry 
dialogue, and a commitment to integrating competitive design standards within public sector procurement. 
 
Under his ministerial leadership, the Ministry of Housing and Local Government has engaged constructively 
with industry stakeholders to refine professional standards, support digital transformation, and implement 
structural enhancements across the sector. PAM highlights five (5) primary administrative and technical 
pillars underpinning this recognition: 
 
1. Prioritising Design Excellence through Architectural Competitions for Public Buildings 

 
The Minister has supported efforts to elevate the quality of civic architecture by encouraging local authorities 
to adopt competitive design frameworks for prominent public projects, with a specific focus on the 
revitalisation of public markets. This institutional approach shifts public procurement toward design merit, 
structural sustainability, and long-term functional utility, fostering greater public appreciation for community-
oriented design. 
 
To date, ten (10) landmark market design competitions have been organised within this framework. Local 
authorities administered six (6) of these design initiatives, while PAM successfully facilitated four (4) 
competitions, namely: 

• Majlis Bandaraya Seberang Perai: Pasar Awam Bukit Mertajam 
• Majlis Bandaraya Subang Jaya: Pasar Awam SK10, Seri Kembangan 
• Majlis Daerah Kuala Pilah: Pasar Besar Kuala Pilah 
• Majlis Daerah Kuala Krai: Pasar Besar Kuala Krai, Kelantan (under the PAM East Coast 

Chapter) 
 
His support for these initiatives has contributed toward bringing architectural design into greater public 
prominence, while encouraging a procurement culture that values innovation and community participation. 
 
2. Supporting Digital Integration and Protection of Professional Practice 

 
The Minister has supported ongoing efforts by the Board of Architects Malaysia (LAM) and KPKT toward the 
implementation and integration of the LAM Stakeholder Fees system with the Housing Integrated 
Management System (HIMS). 
 
While the framework was originally proposed and driven by LAM prior to the Minister’s tenure, the continued 
support from KPKT under his leadership has facilitated its practical execution and full operationalisation. 
This digital milestone updates the governance of professional fees within the housing sector, ensuring 
structural transparency and financial accountability. Furthermore, the Ministry continues to support broader 
strategic discussions regarding prospective digital integrations for development approvals and Certificate of 
Completion and Compliance (CCC) processes to improve administrative efficiency. 
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3. Continued Collaboration Between PAM and Government Agencies 
 

PAM has long maintained close engagement with KPKT, its statutory departments, and municipal councils 
on operational matters affecting practitioners on the ground. During the Minister’s tenure, these collaborative 
engagements have continued with a sustained openness toward professional dialogue and industry 
feedback. 
 
This collaborative ecosystem has enabled constructive technical coordination between PAM and key 
regulatory bodies, including Jabatan Bomba dan Penyelamat Malaysia (JBPM), Jabatan Kerajaan 
Tempatan (JKT), and Jabatan Perumahan Negara (JPN). These working sessions address complex 
Uniform Building By-Laws (UBBL) interpretations, housing development regulations, and practical 
challenges encountered in professional practice, establishing closer cooperation and better mutual 
understanding between the Government and industry stakeholders. 
 
4. Continuous Support for ARCHIDEX, the Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival (KLAF) and Other 

PAM Events 
 

The Minister has consistently backed PAM's primary industry platforms, including ARCHIDEX, the Kuala 
Lumpur Architecture Festival (KLAF), and various institutional programmes. Rather than treat these as mere 
exhibitions, his regular presence and active participation have anchored these platforms as critical meeting 
points for policymakers and practitioners. This level of state-level support directly strengthens the credibility 
of our trade platforms, reinforcing the Government's recognition of architecture and the creative built 
environment professions as key contributors to national economic growth and international trade 
engagement. 
 
5. Encouraging Professional Consultation and Policy Engagement 

 
PAM and related professional stakeholders have been systematically engaged and consulted on major 
legislative, regulatory, and policy updates affecting the built environment industry. 
 
This consultative framework has provided opportunities to offer detailed technical feedback on proposed 
reforms concerning the Urban Renewal Act (URA), housing development legislation, strata-related 
frameworks, and CCC implementation. Notably, the establishment of the dedicated CCC Committee under 
Jabatan Kerajaan Tempatan (JKT) provides an institutionalised platform for technical discussions, resolving 
disparate regulatory interpretations across different local authorities and ensuring consistent implementation 
nationwide. 
 
 
A Historic Tradition of Recognition 
 
This conferment places YB Tuan Nga Kor Ming alongside distinguished past recipients of the PAM 
President’s Award, each recognised for their enduring impact on the built environment of Malaysia. Previous 
laureates include: 

• Sr. Low Khian Seng (2009): Honoured for foundational technical contributions to 
construction industry documentation, notably as a principal author of the Handbook for PAM 
Contract 2006. 

• Tan Sri Dato’ Teo Chiang Kok (2010): Director of One Utama Sdn Bhd, recognised for 
exemplary service to property development and long-standing alignment with architectural 
distinction. 

• Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad (2015): Conferred to mark his 30th anniversary as a PAM 
Honorary Member and in recognition of his long-term vision for the urban development of 
Kuala Lumpur. 

 
The award underscores PAM’s objective to acknowledge leadership that supports design standards, 
regulatory clarity, and professional practice frameworks to serve national development and public 
infrastructure. 
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Media Contact:   
Anne Ekbal  
Manager of PAM Group HR and Communications  
Email: secretariat@pam.org.my 
Tel: (+603) 2202 2866 
 
About Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM)   
 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) — Malaysian Institute of Architects — is the national professional 
institute representing architects in Malaysia. PAM’s mission statement is "To promote the advancement of 
architecture and the architectural profession for the betterment of society".  
 
Founded in 1923 as the Institute of Architects Malaya, its name was changed in 1948 to the Federation of 
Malaya Society of Architects (FMSA), then allied to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). Another 
change to its current name to reflect national sovereignty came about on 20th January 1967 when PAM was 
registered with the Registrar of Societies.  
 
PAM currently has approximately 5,000 members consisting of professional architects, graduates, and 
students. Apart from its registered address in the capital city, PAM membership is also represented across 
Malaysia with member chapters in Sabah, Sarawak, Penang (Northern chapter), Johore Baru (Southern 
chapter) and East Coast.  
 
On 19 July 2017, PAM completed an important milestone with the official opening of its own headquarters 
building in Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur. The PAM Centre is a GBI Platinum-rated building,  
a result of an open architectural competition.  
 
The institute organises the annual PAM Architecture Awards and maintains a regular extensive programme 
of publications and programmes on architectural matters relating to its members, the  
public and the environment. 

 

 
 
For more information, please visit www.pam.org.my or contact the Secretariat at:  
 
Level 7, PAM Centre  
99L, Jalan Tandok, Bangsar, 59100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
Email: info@pam.org.my   
Telephone: (+603) 2202 2866  
Fax: (+603) 2202 2566 
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