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Necessary Growth

Every year, PAM holds our annual Kuala Lumpur Architecture 
Festival. This year for 2019, KLAF sets out to sow the seeds for 
‘TOMORROW’, to probe, confront and imagine what the Future 
might hold.  

Today, I welcome everyone to the official opening of DATUM 
2019—the key event of our Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival 
(KLAF). We have brought together at DATUM, a selection of 
architects, engineers, community organisers, social activists 
and thinkers to share their visions of the Future. The 
conversation is set both in the more practical and practicable 
context of the Present and the Future. 

What makes TOMORROW?

Is it a time to construct, is it Physical; a Place, a Room, a City? 
Is it virtual? Is it a community? People? Or a movement, such 
as a cause? We often underestimate the impact of every small 
decision or act, that we each do every day - each disposable 
paper coffee cup in the morning, a plastic wrapped packed 
lunch, driving down the road to the supermarket and etc. 

If we imagined all our daily energy consumption, waste 
production and carbon footprint, we can deduce that the total 
sum of all our acts has a cumulative consequence to our 
environment. And today at a global scale, our footprint and 
consumption continue to affect the future of our environment, 
and eventually all life on earth. This can be seen today with 
many devastated landscapes, oceanscapes and the loss of 
biodiversity and natural assets.  

TOMORROW, as a theme for this years festival—questions how 
the way we design, will shape the way we live through four 
central themes in our lives, which are - Shelter, Future 
Foods, Architecture and Art.

The conversation of how we will live and work in the future, 
through a study of what we had done in the past, are both 
indicative of what we should do for the future. Learning from 
the lessons of history, leveraging on the knowledge, resources 
and technology of the present, it is imperative for us to take 
action now for the future. The FUTURE is not just a vague 
hope but a Reality waiting to happen on our Vision, Will and 
Action.

Sustainability: for the future

Through all the discussions and exchanges we’ve had over the 
past few weeks, one thing is certain — we have to think about 
the long vision of “Sustainability,” and we have to incorporate it 
into all aspects of our lives through everything that we do for 
real impact to tackle the elephant in the room: Climate Change. 
Climate Change is not just a remote agenda but it is happening 
in our capital city, Kuala Lumpur.

This shift towards thinking about creating a sustainable future 
in tackling climate change is not solely the purview of the 
relevant authorities, but the responsibility and a survival reality 
for each and every one of us. Malaysians generate some 38,000 
metric tonnes of waste — that would be an average of 1.64kg 
per person daily! You would be generating waste of your body 
weight in only 5 weeks, now imagine with the 32 million of 
Malaysian People. 

Just think if each of us took ownership on the need to be 
sustainable by adopting more smart ethical habits, by cutting 
down on waste where we can, as individuals. And it doesn’t 
require big gestures — just simple everyday habits. It can be 
something as simple as cutting down on our usage of disposal 
plastic bags and plastic straws.

Sustainability: in our practice

For us in the architecture fraternity, this notion of sustainability 
should come to the forefront of every architect. Sustainability 
shouldn’t be a “special” part of your project — it should be an 
“ESSENTIAL” part of every project that you do. Every project 
needs to undergo the due diligence to attain a high standard of 
sustainability, similar to every project having to adhere to a 
certain standard of fire safety. This is something that we have 
to seriously consider. 

Similarly, New Urban Agenda cannot remain just a slogan, it 
has to be embedded in the way we work and live – every deed 
and intent. The set parameters and ideals is no longer just a 
measure of energy saving and efficiency, the initiatives set out 
in NUA must become a way of life. Only then can it achieve a 
balanced social well-being and the Shared Prosperity that we 
aspire for in the New Malaysia.

We as architects have a duty to not just design buildings but to 
also educate our clients on the importance of having 
sustainability in mind. Clients would probably be resistant to 
change and look at the overall costs involved. But this is where 
we have a responsibility to educate them; we need to be able 
to convey this message of urgency to our clients, to inform 
them on the sustainable options available in design and 
materials. We must also take extra effort to educate ourselves, 
on basic tasks such as the selection and sources of sustainable 
materials as well as the requirements of becoming certified by 
Green Building Index, Malaysia.

GBI – a standards to Greener Malaysia

On this note, I would also like to congratulate GBI, which 
celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. PAM was ahead of the 
game when it founded GBI 10 years ago — in establishing 
sustainability standards for green building. 
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DATUM:KL 2019 
“TOMORROW”  
Speech from Datum:KL (July 4th, 2019)
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As of May 2019, GBI has rated an astonishing 237.5 million sqft 
of cumulative GFA. However, there was a lot of enthusiasm 
initially during its inception but over the years, the number of 
green buildings have dropped. The big question now in 
expanding this sustainable agenda, we should think whether 
GBI should be mandatory or voluntary, that responds to a 
specific scale of projects and buildings.

As a case study, we should consider looking towards our 
southern neighbour, Singapore, whose government had made 
it mandatory for buildings above a specific size to adhere to a 
certain standard of sustainability in their Building Control Act. 
This move has solidified Singapore’s sustainability effort to a 
global recognition and ensures the Singapore’s National 
Sustainability Blueprint is on track.

I would like to once again thank our valued partners, sponsors 
and volunteers for their generous contributions and for their 
faith in KLAF’s vision. KLAF would not be possible without their 
commitment and voluntary support. I would also like to thank 
Ar. Dr. Tan, the Director for KLAF2019, with the many 
volunteers he has gathered who have given their time and 
effort for a year and worked with passion and dedication in 
realising DATUM and this years Festival.

Last but not least, I would like to congratulate our KLAF2019 
team and thank our partners and sponsors.

Archidex and DATUM on July 3rd 
2019

From left: Ar. Serina Hijjas and Ar. Boon Che 
Wee the Editors of Greening Malaysia book, 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) President 
Ar. Lillian Tay, Penang Island City Council 
(MBPP) Mayor Dato’ Ar. Yew Tung Seang, 
Minister of Energy, Science, Technology, 
Environment and Climate Change 
(MESTECC) YB Yeo Bee Yin, Director of Kuala 
Lumpur Architecture Festival (KLAF) 2019 Ar. 
Dr. Tan Loke Mun, From the right: President 
CIS Dato’ Vincent Lim.

KLAF2019 Partners and Sponsors:
1. C.I.S Network Sdn. Bhd.

Festival partners 
1. Grohe Malaysia Sdn Bhd 
2. Green Building Index Sdn Bhd

Corporate Partners
1. NS BlueScope Malaysia Sdn Bhd
2. Sika Kimia Sdn Bhd

Industry Partners 
1. Kansai Paint Asia Pacific Sdn Bhd
2. Ajiya Berhad 
3. Niro Ceramic Sales & Services (M) Sdn Bhd
4. DML Products Sdn Bhd
5. Hume Cemboard Industries Sdn Bhd
6. HP DesignJet Malaysia & DPI Technology Sdn Bhd 

Venue Partners
1. National Art Gallery
2. APW
3. RexKL
4. Publika
5. RUANG by Think City
6. Galeri Petronas
7. Galeri Prima

Special thanks to
1. Global Innovation and Entrepreneurship Foundation
2. Malaysia Bamboo Society
3. EPIC Homes
4. MERCY Malaysia
5. Scouts Association of Malaysia
6. Japan Foundation
7. Kechara Soup KitchenAr. Lillian Tay

PAM President 2019-2020



KLAF 2019 PROVIDED THE ARCHITECT 
COMMUNITY WITH A PLATFORM TO BUILD 
FUTURE-PROOF SHARED SUSTAINABLE 
ECOSYSTEMS AND EDUCATED THE PUBLIC 
ABOUT THE ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 
SCENE IN MALAYSIA.

KUALA LUMPUR 
ARCHITECTURE 
FESTIVAL 2019 

special report KLAF 2019 A Sustainable Tomorrow 

Themed “Tomorrow”, the Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival 2019 (KLAF 2019), organised by 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) is a major event in Malaysia’s architectural calendar. It was held 
from 21st June 2019 to 7th July 2019 and covered topics such as the future of shelter, food security, 

art, architecture and technology in light of the impending Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

The festival was launched by the President of PAM, Ar. Lilian Tay and KLAF 2019 Director Ar Dr Tan Loke 
Mun, and witnessed by its festival, corporate and industry partners. 

Under the theme ‘Tomorrow’, the event also encouraged inclusiveness of all facets of architecture in 
pursuit of the goal of designing better sustainable living solutions. The four sub-themes showcased were 
Shelter, Future Food, Architecture + Art and Datum: KL + Archidex. 

In conjunction with KLAF 2019, the launch of the Greening Malaysia Book also took place and was 
officiated by the Minister of Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change, YB Yeo Bee 
Yin. It explores 500 projects from the past 10 years that have been a part of Malaysia’s green building 
movement and was edited by Mitchell Gelber with help from Ar Boon Che Wee and Ar Serrina Hijjas. The 
photographs used were taken by Lin Ho. The book aims to create awareness on environmental issues 
among developers, architects, engineers, planners, designers, contractors and the public. 

DATUM:KL

DATUM:KL is a 3-day event that is about architecture and 
design conference that took place at the Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre. It features a line-up of highly acclaimed 
local and international speakers and was attended by 
architects, developers, designers, builders, contractors 
and students from Malaysia and other countries in the 
ASEAN region. 

This year, DATUM:KL focused on green architecture 
and urban interior design works that were presented by 
speakers. One speaker was German Micheal Suem, Vice 
President of Design for Grohe who challenged architects 
at DATUM:KL to take control of their water consumption 
by speaking on redesigning the way we consume water. 
From intuitive control icons to water security systems and 
3D-printed faucets, Micheal shared functional solutions 
to encourage people to play their parts in protecting the 
future of water. 

Khim Joe, founder of Children of Soil, spoke on designing 
space which is specially tailored for a community by 
building a garden which could be used in expanding our 
vision in regards to gardening and nature. One of the 
programs she references is Kebun-Kebun Bangsar located 
right in the middle of Bangsar city centre which she herself 
assists in managing. 

British Senior Architect, Kevin from PLP Architecture, 
talked about how building with timber helps cities become 
greener and promotes human well-being. The Oakwood 
Timber Tower Series was discussed as a realistic proposition 
that studies the benefits of using engineered mass timber 
including grasses like bamboo as sustainable building 
materials. 

This variety of philosophies from both Eastern and Western 
architects were juxtaposed against each other so that 
participants could reflect on the new designs, ideas and 
exemplary works in order to build a better tomorrow. 

TEXT ELIZABETH DASS
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PLP Architecture
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BY ARCHILAB

Launching of Greening Malaysia 
book on DATUM:KL DAY 1

From left:
ACEM President Datuk Ir. Mohd Adnan, PAM 
President Lillian Tay and Minister of Energy, Green 
Technology, Science, Climate Change and 
Environment Puan Yeo Bee Yin 

Ar. Lillian Tay



DATUM:KL speakers Michael Suem

KLAF2019 Logbook  - RM50 
Available for purchase at 
www.pamonlinestore.com 

Greening Malaysia   - RM150 
Available for purchase at
www.pamonlinestore.com 

At the vanguard of Malaysian green 
building’ past, present and future, 
GREENING MALAYSIA shifts conversation 
from ideas to actualization, challenges 
opportunities, as we continue building 
towards sustainability. 

DATUM :KL is a 3-day conference event about architecture and 
design that took place at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. It 
features a line-up of highly acclaimed local and international 
speakers and was attended by architects, developers, designers, 
builders, contractors and students from Malaysia and other 
countries in the ASEAN region. 

This year, DATUM :KL focused on green architecture and urban 
interior design works that were presented by speakers. Our 
Malaysian speaker, Ar. Teo Ah Khing talks about his latest 
endeavour is DSH Caribbean Star Limited, an organization that 
brings together his expertise across varied fields to master plan, 
develop and project manage Saint Lucia’s high-profile Pearl of the 
Caribbean Integrated Development. The Pearl of the Caribbean is 
expected to be built over 15-20 years and spans approximately 
1,000 acres across three nearby sites and has been called the most 
significant development undertaken in the region. The project 
incorporates a cruise ship home port, marina, racecourse and casino 
as well as residential and commercial property components that 
create retail and residential communities. 

Another speaker was German Micheal Suem, Vice President of 
Design for Grohe who challenged architects at DATUM :KL to take 
control of their water consumption by speaking on redesigning the 
way we consume water. From intuitive control icons to water security 
systems and 3D-printed faucets, Micheal shared functional solutions 
to encourage people to play their parts in protecting the future of 
water. 

Khim Joe, founder of Children of Soil, spoke on designing space, 
which is specially tailored for a community by building a garden that 
could be used in expanding our vision in regards to gardening and 
nature. One of the programs she references is Kebun-Kebun 
Bangsar located right in the middle of Bangsar city centre, which she 
herself assists in managing.
 
This variety of philosophies from both Eastern and Western 
architects were juxtaposed against each other so that participants 
could reflect on the new designs, ideas and exemplary works in 
order to build a better tomorrow. 

DATUM:KL

DATUM:KL speaker Micheal Suem, 
Vice President of Design for Grohe   

DATUM:KL speaker Ar. Teo Ah Khing, 
from TAK Group of Companies

DATUM:KL speakers with convener and moderator

Children of Soil

DATUM:KL speaker Khim Joe founder of Children of Soil



special report KLAF 2019 A Sustainable Tomorrow

Bamboo Pavilion by Low Ewe Jin

SHELTER was a component of KLAF 2019 held from 22nd to 28th June at 
APW, Bangsar, which includes AWAS, Tropical House for Orang Asli Design 
Competition and BambooArk.

Part of the future of architecture lies in responding to natural disasters and 
emergency scenarios. This inspired the creation of AWAS which discusses 
the basic principles of mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.

It exhibited tools and case studies from three NGOs which are the Scouts 
Association of Malaysia, Epic Homes and MERCY Malaysia educates the 
public about disaster and emergency scenarios using essential learning 
tools.

Kechara Soup Kitchen is an organisation that also teaches and provides 
voluntary services, on a mission to provide sustenance and basic medical 
care for the homeless and urban poor in Malaysia. In times of disaster and 
emergency how will we aim to contribute towards improving our society in 
the scope of feeding and helping those who wish to re-enter society.

BambooArk showcased bamboo’s versatility in the field of 
design and construction and was headed by Bamboo Pavilion 
architect Low Ewe Jin. Additionally, “GO BAM BOO” 
encouraged the use of bamboo as a renewable and sustainable 
material from an architect and designer viewpoint by 
highlighting bamboo’s properties as well as its cultivation, 
preservation and storing methods.

Meanwhile, faced with the reality of the urban fabric seeping 
rapidly into rural landscapes, the Orang Asli community is 
constantly battling rapid loss of access to natural resources, 
forcing many into the urban lifestyle. This led to the design 
competition Tropical House for Orang Asli in collaboration with 
the Extra People Impacting Communities (EPIC ) Society.

This design competition’s objective was to seek out the best 
architectural design solution for a house that reflects the goal of 
Epic Homes to provide basic tropical shelters for the Orang Asli 
community in Malaysia.

The momentous event surrounding the announcement of KLA 
F 2019 International Design Competition Tropical House for 
Orang Asli was witnessed by YB P Waytha Moorthy, Minister of 
National Unity and Social Wellbeing, Prof Dr Juli Edo, Director 
General of Jabatan Kemajuan Orang Asli (JAKOA) and Ar 
Lillian Tay.

SHELTER

AWAS! User Manual of Emergency

Winner of The Tropical House for Orang Asli Design Competition - 
Category 1: Rural Housing - Lee Jin Chen & Soo Joe Wey with EPIC, 
YB Waytha Moorthy, PAM President.

Minister of National Unity and Social 
Wellbeing, YB Waytha Moorthy visit SHELTER 
Exhibition at APW accompanied by PAM 
President, Ar Lillian Tay.

Winner of The Tropical House for Orang Asli Design 
Competition - Category 2: Semi Urban House - Tan 
Kwon Chong, Chong You Leong, Lam Chee Hau

Kechara - Justin Cheah offering Kechara food to YB Fahmi

Epic - Ar Lillian Tay, YB Waytha Moorty, John-son Oei & 
Prof. Dr. Juli Edo



special report KLAF 2019 A Sustainable Tomorrow 

SHELTER 

SHELTER was a component of KLAF 2019 held from 22nd to 28th June 
at APW, Bangsar, which includes AWAS, Tropical House for Orang Asli 
Design Competition and BambooArk. 

Part of the future of architecture lies in responding to natural disasters 
and emergency scenarios. This inspired the creation of AWAS which 
discusses the basic principles of mitigation, preparedness, response 
and recovery.

It exhibited tools and case studies from three NGOs which are The 
Scouts Association of Malaysia, Epic Homes and MERCY Malaysia 
which educates the public about disaster and emergency scenarios 
using essential learning tools.

FUTURE FOOD 

In the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 
understanding technology’s role in closing the gaps 
in our food system is pivotal for a more balanced and 
greener Malaysia. Future Food is a sub-theme under 
KLAF 2019 which addresses global issues such as food 
scarcity through sustainable and urban farming, food 
security, environmental and ecological stewardship.

The opening ceremony of Future Food was held 
on the 29th of June 2019 at Black Box, Publika and 
officiated by YB Puan Hajjah Zuraida binti Kamarrudin, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. It was 
followed by an interactive sharing session hosted by 
Langit Collective, a social enterprise that bridges the 
urban and rural economies by promoting agricultural 
produce by regional farmers in order to reach larger 
markets.

To promote a farm-to-table concept, an eco-farmers 
bazaar that featured biodynamic farmers, agri-tech 
startups and organic food vendors was set up. This 
let the participants know where the food comes from 
as well as shed some light on the farming scene in 
Malaysia. 

It comprised a series of keynote speeches, panel 
discussions and talks from industry experts, farmers 
and activists who spoke about our food sources and 
how we can eat sustainably. The highlights were the 
100 Jars Project, Protein from Insects Talk, Farmers 
Town Hall, Future Food Dining Hall and Future Food 
Store.

Additionally, social enterprise PichaEats presented 
SALT at the Future Food Dining Hall to serve 
seasoning and seawater. It caters Middle Eastern 
food while providing an opportunity for refugees in 
Malaysia to start a new life.

Meanwhile, faced with the reality of the urban fabric 
seeping rapidly into rural landscapes, the Orang Asli 
community is constantly battling rapid loss of access to 
natural resources, forcing many into the urban lifestyle. 
This led to the design competition Tropical House for 
Orang Asli in collaboration with the Extra People Impacting 
Communities (EPIC) Society. 

This design competition’s objective was to seek out the 
best architectural design solution for a house that reflects 
the goal of Epic Homes to provide basic tropical shelters 
for the Orang Asli community in Malaysia.

The momentous event surrounding the announcement 
of KLAF 2019 International Design Competition Tropical 
House for Orang Asli was witnessed by YB P Waytha 
Moorthy, Minister of National Unity and Social Wellbeing, 
Prof Dr Juli Edo, Director General of Jabatan Kemajuan 
Orang Asli (JAKOA) and Ar Lilian Tay. 

BambooArk showcased bamboo’s versatility in the 
field of design and construction and was headed by 
Bamboo Pavilion architect Low Ewe Jin. Additionally, “GO 
BAMBOO” encouraged the use of bamboo as a renewable 
and sustainable material from an architect and designer 
viewpoint by highlighting bamboo’s properties as well as 
its cultivation, preservation and storing methods.

Bamboo Modelling 

Epic Homes with YB P Waytha Moorthy

Winners of The Tropical House for Orang Asli 
Design Competition

YB Puan Hajjah Zuraida binti Kamarrudin 

Impossible Food 

100 Jars 

Langit Collective

 

In the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 
understanding technology’s role in closing the gaps in 
our food system is pivotal for a more balanced and 
greener Malaysia. Future Food is a sub-theme under 
KLAF 2019 which addresses global issues such as food 
scarcity through sustainable and urban farming, food 
security, environmental and ecological stewardship.

The opening ceremony of Future Food was held on the 
29th of June 2019 at Black Box, Publika and officiated by 
YB Puan Hajjah Zuraida binti Kamarrudin, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. It was followed by an 
interactive sharing session hosted by Langit Collective, a 
social enterprise that bridges the urban and rural 
economies by promoting agricultural produce by 
regional farmers in order to reach larger markets.

To promote a farm-to-table concept, an eco-farmers 
bazaar that featured biodynamic farmers, agri-tech 
startups and organic food vendors was set up. This let the 
participants know where the food comes from as well as 
shed some light on the farming scene in Malaysia.

FUTURE FOOD

Future Food market at Publika

Director of Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival (KLAF) 2019 Ar Dr Tan Loke Mun, 
showing Minister of Housing and Local Government YB Puan Zuraida around the 
Future Food market with vendors.



ART & ARCHITECTURE 
Meanwhile, the Architecture + Art for KLAF 2019 pieces together art, science, history, 
technology and several new publications. This year, the key exhibitions were Unsung 
Heroes at Galeri Petronas, Recent Malaysian Architecture at the National Art Gallery, 
Esok Lusa - Tomorrow, and the Day After, Built Environment: An Alternative Guide To 
Japan by the Japan Foundation and Building Beyond: Designing Spaceships, Habitats, 
and Lunar and Martian Bases.

The Unsung Heroes exhibition gave tribute to Malaysia’s architecture and design 
community which played a critical and indirect role in the built environment. This 
included everyone from architects, general workers, drafters to visual illustrators, 
designers, young architects, modellers and photographers. It was a collaboration 
between Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) and Galeri Petronas that aimed to bring 
our attention to the importance of a building’s contribution.

Esok Lusa at REX KL featured the works of 36 students currently pursuing post-
graduate architectural studies locally and abroad. It showcased a diverse range 
of extreme scenarios in an ideal and oppressed built environment for the future in 
order to provoke discussions such as sustainable living, privatisation of public spaces, 
consumerism, disproportional development and life on other frontiers. 

Dr Barbara Imhof, a world renowned Space Architect from the Liquifier Systems Group 
explored how space settlements or colonies will look like and discussed the viability 
of their construction by presenting Building Beyond: Designing Spaceships, Habitats, 
and Lunar and Martian Bases. Her initiative for architectural possibility is to make space 
migration possible for future human survival and explores concept studies of lunar and 
Martian bases by building prototypes. 

A collection of architectural masterpieces in photographs, texts and videos at REX 
KL exhibited Japan’s perspective of a built environment. Built Environment: An 
Alternative Guide To Japan by the Japan Foundation displayed 80 buildings, civil-
engineering projects and landscapes from the late 19th century to the present from all 
47 prefectures of Japan. It expressed the engagement and struggle of the Japanese 
people with their natural environment and how they adapted accordingly. 

www.klaf.my

special report KLAF 2019 A Sustainable Tomorrow 

Unsung Heroes Wira Sebalik Tabir

Dr Barbara Imhof 

Kingdom City reimagines the post 21st centre societal conditions inspired 
by Donna Haraway’s cyborg manifesto and Slavoj Zizek’s philosophy

Nagaoka City Hall by Kengo Kumo. 
Photo by Mitsumasa Fujitsuka

 

Meanwhile, the Architecture + Art for KLAF 2019 pieces together art, science, history, technology and 
several new publications. This year, the key exhibitions were Unsung Heroes at Galeri Petronas, Recent 
Malaysian Architecture at the National Art Gallery, Esok Lusa - Tomorrow, and the Day After, Built 
Environment: An Alternative Guide To Japan by the Japan Foundation and Building Beyond: Designing 
Spaceships, Habitats, and Lunar and Martian Bases.

The Unsung Heroes exhibition gave tribute to Malaysia’s architecture and design community which 
played a critical and indirect role in the built environment. This included everyone from architects, 
general workers, drafters to visual illustrators, designers, young architects, modellers and 
photographers. It was a collaboration between Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) and Galeri Petronas 
that aimed to bring our attention to the importance of a building’s contribution.

Esok Lusa at REX KL featured the works of 36 students currently pursuing postgraduate architectural 
studies locally and abroad. It showcased a diverse range of extreme scenarios in an ideal and oppressed 
built environment for the future in order to provoke discussions such as sustainable living, privatisation 
of public spaces, consumerism, disproportional development and life on other frontiers.

A collection of architectural masterpieces in photographs, texts and videos at REX KL exhibited Japan’s 
perspective of a built environment. Built Environment: An Alternative Guide To Japan by the Japan 
Foundation displayed 80 buildings, civilengineering projects and landscapes from the late 19th century 
to the present from all 47 prefectures of Japan. It expressed the engagement and struggle of the 
Japanese people with their natural environment and how they adapted accordingly.

www.klaf.my

ART & ARCHITECTURE

Sculpture - Sophia Shung from Suma Orientalis showing 
YB Fahmi the display sculpture 

From left Ar Mohd  Zulhemlee An, Director of Kuala 
Lumpur Architecture Festival (KLAF) 2019 Ar Dr Tan Loke 
Mun, Ar. Qhawarizmi Norhisham, Pertubuhan Akitek 
Malaysia (PAM) President Ar Lillian Tay and YBhg Dato’ Ar. 
Hj Hajeedar Bin Hj Abdul Majid visitng Esok Lusa at REXKL.

Recent Malaysian Architecture at the National Art Gallery

Esok Lusa Exhibit at REXKL

Built Environment: An Alternative Guide to Japan by the 
Japan Foundation Exhibit at REXKL.
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PAM TIGERS WINNER
WORLD ARCHITECTURE CUP 2019

World Architecture Cup 2019 Champion PAM TigersOpening Ceremony by Ar Ridha Razak and Team Captains

Ar Lillian Tay congratulating and presenting 
PAM Tigers their trophy! 

Ar Ridha Razak, Tan Sri Dato' Sri Ar. Hj Esa 
Mohamed and Ar Adrianta Aziz supporting 
the PAM Tigers.

PAM Tigers beat Thailand 5-1 in the 2019 
WACup Final to become the Champions! Runner Up Thailand Team

China Team 
(the host for 2020 World Architecture Cup)

Japan Team 
(3rd defending champion for 2018)
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We would like to congratulate the Pam Tigers led by 
Chairman Ar Ridha Razak and WACup Director Rezza 
Izmil for becoming the champions in the recent World 
Architecture Cup 2019! 

The tournament was held on 7th July 2019 at ECO 
Ardence Setia Alam, Selangor. Apart from Malaysia (2 
teams), other participating countries were China (2 
teams), Korea (2 teams), Thailand (2 teams) and Japan 
(1 team). 

In the first round, the PAM Tigers (Malaysia A) were 
placed in Group B together with China B, Korea A and 
Thailand B. PAM Tigers qualified to the next stage and 
went on to the semi-final match against Japan. In Nov, 
2018, at last years WACup held at Shanghai, PAM Tigers 
fought closely with Japan for the final match at 3-3, but 
lost with a penalty kick. With support and presence on 
ground from PAM President Ar. Lillian Tay, the PAM Tigers 
continued their winning run by overcoming Japan in the 
semi-finals to set up the final match against Thailand. 
The PAM Tigers winning momentum continued with a 
convincing 5-1 win over Thailand, handing us the title of 
World Architects Cup Champions! 

The tournament closed with a celebratory friendship 
dinner and medal presentation ceremony to the winners. 
The event was emceed by Ar Adrianta with special 
performances by Ar Jayne Ting and Ms Ruby. PAM Tigers 
prepared a special performance of the traditional ‘dikir 
barat’ to be experienced by all guest nations before the 
close of the exciting day! 

We wish to thank all the sponsors, Absolute Thai (Tan Sri 
Dato' Sri Ar. Hj Esa Mohamed), Swissma, Al-Ambia, 
Davco, DOE Industries Sdn Bhd, MSG Metal Sheet Glass, 
Niro Ceramic, ARN Consulting, BeAR, Arkitek Suria 
Rahim, Arte Axis Design Group (Ar. Dato’ Saiful Anuar), 
Fataroni MS Architect, CIS Network Sdn Bhd, Almaz 
Architect, Ar. Dexter Koh and BOH Design Studio for 
sponsoring and supporting this historical event. 

Special mention to the organising team made up of Ar 
Hisyam Saihari, Ar Aizuddin, Mr Bryan, Mr Chris, Ar 
Rosnizam, Mr Hafiz Munir, Mr Hanif, Mr Suffian 
Shahabuddin and many more who have helped make the 
event a success and benchmark for future competitions!



XXX!NYALA 31ST ARCHITECTURAL
STUDENT WORKSHOP 2019

The XXX!NYALA 31st Architectural Student Workshop 
2019 was held from the 31st of July until the 5th of 
August 2019 at Infrastructure University Kuala Lumpur 
(IUKL) campus within the premise of De Centrum City, 
Selangor, Malaysia. The Architectural Workshop had 
participation of 762 delegates from 24 higher learning 
institutions from Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines and 
Singapore. 

The 31st Architectural Workshop was supported by 
Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia (PAM) and officiated by 
Prof. Ideris Zakaria, the President and Vice Chancellor of 
IUKL, witnessed by the honourable guest, Ar. Lillian Tay, 
the President of Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia. 

The workshop organized various events such as creative 
skills and thinking activities such as the Bina Nyala 
Installation, Initiation Night, Networking Modules, 
Performances Night, Architectural Talks, Sharing 
Sessions which includes the PAM Travel Scholarship 
Award 2018, Box Modules, Parabellum Modules and 
various integrated platforms with the parallel event 
called the Built Environment Infrastructure Exposition 
(BEIX2019) which has been scheduled to converge a 
wider perspective of the competitive industry. The 
exposition shall expand more on the deliberation of 
academic activities such as conferences, seminars, 
training and other workshops. These activities shall share 
a common platform for industrial linkages with various 
showcases of exhibits and public talks. 

The deliberate planned events of both XXX!NYALA and 
BEIX2019 have successfully made a great impact for 
both the architectural student participants, varsity 
delegates, lecturers of the XXX!NYALA, other participants 
of BEIX2019 and public audience in creating a synergy of 
a wholesome event known as the 31st Architectural 
Student Workshop 2019 & Built Environment 
Infrastructure Exposition (NYALA2019). Throughout the 
5 days, the event has become an integrated platform for 
coordinated actions to steer all challenges and 
opportunities in the era of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. The Program Booklet combining 
comprehensive details of the event has also been 
published online at NYALA website; nyala.iukl.edu.my. 

In conjunction with the event, Pertubuhan Arkitek 
Malaysia had also organized the 2nd PAM International 
Conference in Architectural Education (PIAEC2019) 
hosted at IUKL. The conference was participated by 
practitioners and academicians from various countries 
including Malaysia, United States of America, Iran, Iraq, 
Morocco, Maldives, India and Bangladesh. PIAEC2019 
with the theme “Sustainable Built Environment for 
Liveable Cities" was a successful sequel to the 1st PAM 
International Architectural Education Conference that 
was first initiated by PAM in the 2018. 

Participants of 2nd PAM International Architectural Education 
Conference 2019 (PIAEC2019) with Chairman of PAM Education 
Council, Ar. Adrianta Aziz on 1st August 2019.

Viewing the Installations Exhibition created and submitted by 
various institutions during NYALA 2019 on 2nd August 2019.

Arrival of module participants and varsity delegates at Faculty of 
Architecture and Built Environment, IUKL on 31st July 2019.

PAM President, Ar. Lillian Tay receiving a token of appreciation 
from Tn. Hj. Md. Pilus Md. Noor, Dean Faculty of Architecture 
and Built Environment, IUKL during Opening Ceremony of NYALA 
2019 on 2nd August 2019.

31ST JULY – 5TH AUGUST 2019
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KLAF2019 Heritage Trail Walking Tours is a guided architectural 
walking tour offered by PAM Heritage & Conservation 
Committee (PAM HCC) in conjunction with the Kuala Lumpur 
Architectural Festival 2019. The tours aims to give the public an 
exposure to Kuala Lumpur’s architectural development and 
heritage while exploring and describing the architecture of 
buildings and neighbourhood in terms of the historic 
development, urban planning, architectural design concepts, 
construction methods and also meaning or symbolism while 
looking at future trends. 

PAM HCC Co-Chairman, Dato’ Ar. Zulkhairi Md Zain reported 
that the KLAF2019  walking tour is a different and much more 

All four tours went very well and no untoward incidents occur. The tours ended with smiles and a lot of thanks. Most of the 
participants pledge to join future tours and are looking forward to seeing more places and heritage buildings. Dato’ Ar. Zulkhairi 
wishes to extend the committee’s gratitude to KLAF Director, Dr. Tan Loke Mun, for inviting PAM HCC to be part of the PAM’s 
prestigious annual event. Zulkhairi is glad to announce that PAM HCC committee members are so delighted to plan for more exciting 
and informative walking tours in the next edition of the Kuala Lumpur Architectural Festival 2020 (KLAF2020).

exciting because it included a stop at the Architecture and Arts 
Exhibition at the old KL REX Cinema. Ar. Ahmad Najib “Nadge” 
Ariffin who is an experienced and knowledgeable architect and 
tourist guide was again appointed to head the tours. This year’s 
edition continues the 4 popular trails: - 

1. 29 June, 2019 - Dataran Merdeka to Medan Pasar/Old 
Market Square area.

2. 30 June, 2019 - Pasar Seni/Central Market to KL Old 
Railway Station.

3. 06 July, 2019  - Kampong Bharu, Kuala Lumpur. 
4. 07 July, 2019  - Padang Bata/Brickfields. 

KUALA LUMPUR ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL 2019
HERITAGE TRAIL WALKING TOURS

A special venue, the KL REX Cinema, was added to the Trail 1 tour. The 
old and dilapidated cinema has been refurbished to house architecture 
and art exhibitions. The participants were briefed on the current 
exhibits as well as the plans for the former cinema. 

Trail 1: Dataran Merdeka to Medan Pasar/Old 
Market Square

The old KL REX Cinema was again added into the Trail 2 tour to allow 
participants to appreciate and learn about the exhibits as well as the 
conservation works.

Trail 2: Pasar Seni/Central Market to KL Old 
Railway Station

Nadge was explaining to the participants the correct method of 
conservation applied to the heritage buildings.

Trail 3: Kampong Bharu, Kuala Lumpur
Brickfields is a always vibrant place where one can find KL’s “Little 
India”, a great walking street to shop and have some wonderful Indian 
food.

Trail 4: Padang Bata/Brickfields
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KLAF2019





ROCA ONE DAY
DESIGN CHALLENGE

The first edition of the Roca One Day Design Challenge in 
Malaysia reunited over 220 young talents from all over the 
country. The competition held in Kuala Lumpur, was celebrated 
on Saturday, 6th July.

The concept was established, as a premise for the participants 
in Malaysia has been to rethink a basin design that included 
other features and functionalities apart from the current ones. 

Out of all the submitted projects, Amnion from Syafa Mustaffa 
and Aresha Suraya Roslan from o2 Design Atelier and The One 
Academy Sdn. Bhd. respectively was the winner. The project 
consists on a wholesome solution that works both as a 
conventional basin and ergonomic baby bathtub. 

The second prize was awarded to Botaniczny by NG Yee Lun 
and Saw Wai Xiang from Dtl Engineering Sdn Bh and Malaysian 

Institute Of Art. The jury highlighted the sustainable sensibility 
of the project, proposing a plant integrated into the basin.

The third prize was for Kontrol by Lim Joe Yi from The One 
Academy. The jury highlighted the attractive design and 
materials used, as well as the function to see the water the user 
is about to consume.  

The members of the jury also awarded with an additional prize 
from the We Are Water Foundation to the project Dry Basin 
from Tan Lai Zeng and Chua E-Xuan from The One Academy, 
because of its special focus on sustainability. The proposal is a 
basin that reacts to the levels of water usage, changing its color 
according to the intensity of use.

6TH JULY 2019

First prize winner of ROCA's One Day Design Challenge 2019 Syafa Mustafa and 
Aresha Suraya, with Ar. Lillian Tay, PAM President.

Second prize winner of ROCA's One Day Design Challenge 2019 Botaniczny by 
NG Yee Lun and Saw Wai Xiang.

Third prize winner of ROCA's One Day Design Challenge 2019 Kontrol by 
Lim Joe Yi.

Group photo of the prizewinners and the juries for ROCA's One Day Design 
Challenge 2019.
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First prize winner of ROCA's One Day Design Challenge 2019, Amnion from 
Syafa Mustafa and Aresha Suraya.  



ARCASIA ACGSA 11TH ROUNDTABLE

The ARCASIA ACGSA 11th Roundtable: Built and Natural 
Heritage: The Sustainable Face of Architecture was held 
on 27 July 2019 at Jaipur, India. The roundtable was 
attended by representatives from China, Japan, 
Thailand, Nepal, Singapore, India, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Bangladesh, Butan, Myanmar, Malaysia, Philippines and 
Sri Lanka. 

Ar Alice Leong Pek Lian attended the meeting on behalf 
of PAM. The roundtable meeting started by the ceremony 
of lighting lamp (blessing).

ACGSA Committee Chair, Ar Acharawan Chutarat from 
The Association of Siamese Architects (ASA) delivered 
her welcome remarks and followed by introduction of all 
delegates from each country. ARCASIA President Ar Rita 
Soh then delivered her opening speech and officiated the 
opening of the AGSCA 11th Roundtable.

ACGSA Committee Chair briefed the background and 
road map of the committee. ARCASIA President Ar Rita 
Soh gave her opinions to further improve and make the 
committee’s meeting more fruitful and meaningful. Ar 
Rita Soh suggested to have sub-working groups focusing 
on various issues that relate to sustainability and each 
delegate could participate in a few sub-working groups, 
if he/she wishes.

The theme of the roundtable was “Built and Natural 
Heritage: The Sustainable Face of Architecture”. 
Followed by a briefing by the IIA Convenor, Ar Tushar 
Sogani. All the countries’ representatives were given 10 
minutes each to present the latest country report (Sept 
2018 - July 2019) and issues related to the theme.

A discussion on Vernacular Wisdom Book, led by Ar Qazi 
and assisted by Ar Debatosh. Ar Debatosh was held 
following the Roundtable. Five (5) countries (Malaysia, 
Singapore, Nepal, Myanmar & Japan) submitted articles, 
and the working group of the book will revert with the 
comments.

Ar Debatosh (IIA) reminded all delegates on the 
submission for the ACGSA Exhibition Green AsiARCH 
2019 in the Forum 20 which will be held at Dhaka 3rd-7th 
November 2019. 

The ACGSA 2nd newsletter was distributed to all 
delegates and all observers in this committee. Committee 
Chair will look into the sub-working groups and also 
inform a Declaration will be prepared and to be reviewed 
and sign-off by all representatives of each country at the 
Roundtable.

Token appreciation presented to all delegates of ACGSA.

ACGSA Committee Group Photo taken on 27 July 2019 at Jai Mahal Palace Hotel Jaipur, India.

Ar. Alice Leong (PAM) presented the country report and issues related 
to sustaianble heritage.

27TH JULY 2019
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QUERY - JULY 2019
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1.0

No. Query The PAM Professional Practise Committee has 
responded, as follows:

Nature of 
Queries

Dear PAM, 

Recently we came to a debate with Majlis 
Kuala Pilah in Ngeri Sembilan regarding 
terrace house party wall. I would like to 
seek some advice from PAM.

1)  Under Undang-undang Kecil Seragam 
1986 (No.86), shall clause 1 or 2 be 
used for newly development of terrace 
using 100mm RC Load Bearing Wall?

2) "(2) Dinding dua pihak dalam rumah 
satu tingkat boleh dibina dari batu 
padat atau konkrit insitu bawa beban 
100 milimiter tebal dengan syarat 
kehendak-kehendak Bahagian V, VI dan 
VII Undang-Undang Kecil ini patuhi."

Does this mean the wall’s total thickness 
between 2 premises to be 200mm or 
100mm wall?

Dear Sir,

We refer to your e-mail dated 29th July 2019 and 
note that we have difficulty in understanding your 
query. Nevertheless, we shall endeavour as best we 
can and our reply is as follows : 

1.  The 2nd paragraph of Part (1) of By-law 86 refers 
to in-fill party walls, (where there is a structural 
r.c. or steel frame for apartments or terraced 
housing whilst Part (2) of same By-law refers to 
party walls for single storey housing with 
load-bearing walls.

2. Please be advised that depending on the 
structural design, a r.c. load-bearing wall may 
also be considered to be part of the structural 
frame referred to in Part (1). We would advise 
that you check on this aspect of the structural 
design.

3. In both instances, the minimum, allowable 
thickness of the party wall (i.e.; a separating wall 
shared between 2 adjoining properties) is 
100mm.

Thank you

Clarification 
on UBBL

Council approved the new membership applications for July 2019 of 7 Corporate Members, 18 Graduate Members, 
3 Associate Graduate Members, and 26 Student Members.

Promotion of Profession (POP) Workshop 2.0 will be held as a continuation of the Workshop 1.0 held in May 2019.

Panel for Focus Group Dealing with Construction Permit (FDGCP) reported that two real cases were presented 
at the MTEN  meeting chaired by the Prime  Minister where the PBT refuses to accept CCC issued by PSP. The Prime 
Minister had instructed Ketua Setiausaha Negara (KSN) to look into this issue and conduct proper training for all  PBT 
staff so that they know all the regulations and rules before they work for PBT. A training module will be developed for 
all the PBT to be trained together with the PSP and SP with the ratio 80:20 (regulator: practicing persons).

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
THIRD MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2019-2020 HELD 
ON 26 JULY 2019 AT PAM CENTRE



The status of completion for DB Ipoh had achieved 100%. PLC informed that the 
DCP manual is available at PAM Resource Centre for members’ reference and the 
softcopy is also available at the respective PBT’s website. FGDCP targeted to 
complete the DCP programme for all relevant PBTs including  MBSA by end of 
2019.

The FGDCP is only for small projects. The original intention is to train the PBTs in 
dealing with the small projects for DCP process. However, for DBKK and MBPP the 
manual prepared is for both big and small projects. OSC 3 Plus is different as it has 
three categories i.e. small, medium and big scale projects, and focusing more on 
the planning.

There are three categories of FGDCP i.e. FGDCP Malaysia (under PEMUDAH 
Secretariat), FGDCP Kuala Lumpur (TWGDCP) and PAM FGDCP (under CIDB 
grant). The  list of representatives are as follows:

PAM representatives for FGDCP Malaysia and FGDCP Kuala Lumpur:
i) Ar. S. Thirilogachandran
ii) Ar. Ahmad Ridha Abd Razak

LAM representatives for FGDCP Malaysian and FGDCP Kuala Lumpur:
i) Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail
ii) Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing

PAM representatives for PAM FGDCP:
i) Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail
ii) Ar. S. Thirilogachandran
iii) Ar. Paul Lai Chu
iv) Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing
v) Ar. Ahmad Ridha Abd Razak
and representatives from KPKT, CIDB, DBKL and MPC.

International Affairs Committee agreed to nominate Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing as 
the UIA Secretary-General. Datuk Ar. Tan Pei Ing is yet to confirm her acceptance 
to the nomination. In principle, the Council agreed with the nomination.

Housing and Urban Wellbeing Committee reported that the University of 
Malaya is interested to be the supporter for H+U2019. UM will support to provide 
student volunteers to assist the H+U2019 for the following tasks:

i) Master of Ceremony (1 student + 1 student - standby)
ii) Timekeeper (1 student)
iii) Registration (4 students)
iv) Usherer (4 students)
v) Rapporteur & final report (2 students)

Continuing Professional Development and Design Lecture Series 
Committee reported that the CPD2020 will be managed with a new structure 
under 4 main topics as stated below. Each topic will be led by a Convenor. 
CPD2020 will have 10 lectures at PAM Centre on Saturdays.

i) Building Legislation
ii) Contract Management
iii) Technologies
iv) Practice Management and Leadership

Conservation and Heritage Committee reported that the Drafting of Bomba 
Guidelines on Heritage Building in Malaysia (BG) is still on-going and expected to 
be launched in April 2020.
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The status of the State DCP Champion Programme under CIDB Grant as of 20 July 
2019 is as follows:

Locality
1. DB Kota Kinabalu
2. DB Ipoh
3. MB Johor Bahru
4. MB Pulau Pinang
5. MP Seberang Perai
6. MB Shah Alam

86%*
86%*
86%*
67%
100%
50%

Status of Completion
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