
JUNE 2016

BERITA AKITEK

www.pam.org.my

kdn no: pp 1022/08/2013(032931)

Topic:

Kindly note that the scheduled events above are subject to change. Please call PAM at 03-2693 4182 for confirmation.

NATIONAL 
ARCHITECTURE 
IDENTITY

05 September 2016

YP LAB 2016 - Young People’s Lab
Auditorium, Level 2, PAM Centre, Jalan Tandok, Bangsar
8.00am to 6.00pm

08 September 2016

WCSC 2016
8th International Conference on World Class Sustainable Cities
Sime Darby Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur

08 October 2016

Gold Medal Conferment





BA JUNE 2016 P03

Architectural landmarks are powerful symbols of identity 
and civilizations. The Great Pyramids of Giza, the          
Colosseum, and many other buildings have become   
landmarks for their respective cities and countries. In our 
local context the Petronas Twin Towers have put Malaysia 
on the world map.

After Malaya gained independence from the British in 
1957 and subsequently after the formation of Malaysia in 
1963, there had been efforts from local architects to 
establish an architectural identity for our country then. 
Buildings such as the National Mosque and the National 
Museum were the early efforts of Malaysian architectural 
identities that took different approaches. The National 
Mosque which was designed by Public Works                 
Department architects Howard Ashley, Baharuddin 
Kassim and Hisham Albakri was built in 1965, and took 
cues from the local climate, culture and conditions and 
applied the tropical architectural principles in its design. 
The ingenuous umbrella dome reinterpreted the domes 
in Moslem architecture into a local element. The National 
Museum designed by architect Ho Kok Hoe, was         
completed in 1963, and on the other hand borrowed the 
form of the Minangkabau traditional house (Rumah 
Gadang) with the elements of Malaysian vernacular 
architecture incorporated in the overall design of the 
building, as the architectural identity for the country.

The buildings in Malaysia now have become more   
sophisticated in both form and function, in line with the 
progress of architecture especially in the more developed 
countries to symbolize progress and technological 
advancement. But for some if not most of the newer 
buildings, they would look more at home in temperate 
climate countries than in hot and humid Malaysia. These 
buildings copied the design of the buildings in developed 
countries, without taking into considerations the climate 
and culture of our country. The most glaring would be 
the ubiquitous glass towers in major cities such as Kuala 
Lumpur, Johor Baharu and Penang. Look closely and you 
will see that behind the transparent or translucent glass 
facades are curtains or blinds to block the strong sunrays 
penetrating into the interiors of the buildings. Hopefully 
the glass used for the facade is low-e glass so that the 
heat transmitted into the buildings through the glass 
facades is minimized. At the same time I hate to think of 
the cost of cooling these glass towers to achieve the 
minimum comfort level inside the buildings. It is ironic 
that the Petronas Twin Towers which was designed by an 
American provided extensive sun shadings for the     
buildings whereas some of the glass towers designed by 
our architects have neglected this very basic architecture 
principle.

As architects it is our responsibility to educate our clients 
that blindly copying building designs doesn’t work most 
of the time. Careful thoughts have to be given before and 
after the building designs have been completed. All 
architects have been taught in architecture schools that 
buildings have to be designed to suit the local conditions 
such as the climate and the culture of the local people. 
This is where architects will apply all the skills and   
knowledge and creativity to come up with a solution 
fitting the local conditions or genus loci. By applying the 
true principles of architecture we will be able to develop 
an architecture style which will reflect our identities as a 
nation. If not through the forms of the buildings, it can 
be through the principles of architecture applied to 
derive the building design. For far too long we have  
grappled to come up with our architecture identity. There 
have been efforts from both PAM and LAM as well as the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Heritage to come up 
with our national architecture identity. I’m of the view 
that the architecture identity will come naturally if we are 
true to ourselves and apply the right architecture       
principles to every project in our country.

Ar. (Dr.) Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 2015-2017

NATIONAL 
ARCHITECTURE IDENTITY





Complaints & Queries - June 2016
No.

Query The Committee replied as follows:

1.0

Nature of 
Complaint/ Queries
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Clarification Pertaining 
to Default in           
Professional Fees and 
Suspension of Works

The inquirer was appointed by Company A to 
carry out the duty as Contract Administrator 
and /or SO for the said project. However, 
when the project was delayed beyond       
28th March 2013, Company A agreed to 
compensate the inquirer additional fees 
amounting to RM 230,000.00 for protracted 
contract administrating which stretches until 
the new targeted completion of 18th August 
2015.

Again, the project was delayed and the new 
completion date was now set on the 18th Feb 
2018.  As per the date of this letter; Company 
A accumulatively owe the inquirer a total fess 
of RM 600,000.00++ from the original 
contract.

The inquirer is of the opinion that they had 
given ample time for Company A to honour 
the fees since 18th August 2015 (which the 
inquirer had given Company A 4 reminders in 
the process).

As the last resort, inquirer has no other 
alternative but to suspend their services.

With the above, the inquirer is seeking      
clarification, whether following the              
suspension of their services; the Project 
Architect can resume the post of SO             
immediately without requiring their official 
withdrawal and whether their suspension 
carries the compulsory suspension of works 
under Cl. 30.8 of PAM Contract 2006.

We refer to your and write as follows :

1.  Under normal circumstances, an architect may 
only step in and replace another architect 
where there has been a termination of the 
latter's services and/or there has been 
issuance of a letter of release by the latter. 

 As no details of the appointment and scope of 
works of yourself as "Contract Adminstrator/-
SO" and the "Project Architect" have been 
provided (nor whether such appointment was 
in accordance with the 3rd Schedule of the 
Architects Rules 1996), we are unable to advise 
in this instance, on the stepping in of an    
architect in place of another whom has 
suspended their services. 

2.  Clause 30.8 of the PAM Contract 2006 refers to 
the suspension of work by a Contractor when 
there is a withdrawal by the Architect, of his 
supervision of the works and such supervision 
is a requirement under the local building 
bye-laws. 

 As per the above item 1., no information has 
been provided with respect to your scope of 
works as "Contract Administrator/SO" relative 
to an Architect's obligations arising out of the 
Street, Drainage and Building Act and we       
are as such, also unable to advise on the 
Contractor's suspension of works under this 
clause. 

 Please also be advised that under the "PAM 
Contract 2006", there are no references to nor 
provisions for either a "Contract                        
Administrator/SO nor a "Project Architect" and 
that the contract is administered by the   
"Architect" (whom is named under Article 3). 

 Although not explicitly stated, it is implied that 
the "Architect" under the PAM form should, 
ideally, also be the Architect who undertakes to 
be the Principal Submitting Person under the 
Street, Drainage and Building Act. 

 Under the circumstances, we can only advise 
that you re-check your terms of appointment 
and scope of works to establish your rights and 
obligations relative to the suspension of work. 

Latest update on Authority Rules and Guidelines

For any update on latest circular and practice notes, please check PAM Website
http://www.pam.org.my/index.php/practice/guidelines

ANNOUNCEMENT
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7. Important matters or issues discussed at the meeting that are of interest to PAM:

 National Council of Professors (MPN) and Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM) were tasked by National Science Council 
(NSC) to study and propose a mechanism to identify new emerging economic opportunities based on science, technology 
and innovation (STI).

 This meeting was called to discuss an establishment of a focus committee to formulate the mechanism to grab the business 
opportunity in STI.

 Through the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), TPPA and Industrial Revolution 4.0, more technological based business 
opportunities are opened, the Government has to come out with a master plan to expand our competitiveness and capability 
in a new business climate.

 A special focus committee is set up to prepare a working paper on establishment of new mechanism to upgrade the           
administration system to be at par with the latest industrial revolution and be competitive in participating in new STI 
businesses.

8. Matters or issues requiring direction or attention of PAM Council:

 PAM will be appointed as a permanent member of the focus committee to prepare a working paper on establishment of the 
new mechanism.

 The findings and recommendations of the focus committee will be presented in NSC meeting in November 2016.

9.  Date of next meeting : will be informed later.

Submitted by : Ar Ezumi Harzani Ismail

Date : 5th August 2016

1. Title or Nature of Meeting/Seminar/workshop attended

2. Name of Government 
 Standing Committees, Council or Board

3. Name of PAM Representative (s)

4. Date, Time and Venue of Meeting

5. Chairman of Meeting

6. Other Key People/Parties/Institution represented at 
 meeting
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REPORT OF PAM REPRESENTATIVES
ON GOVERNMENT STANDING COMMITTEES,

COUNCILS AND BOARDS

: Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM) / Roundtable               
Discussion on New Economic Opportunities

: Professional Practice Committee / Representing President

: (a) Ar. Ezumi Harzani Ismail

: Date   : 27 Jun 2016       Time : 9:30am – 12.30pm
 Venue : Academy of Sciences Malaysia, Level 20, West Wing,  

       Matrade Tower, Kuala Lumpur

: YM. Tengku Datuk Dr. Mohd Azzman Shariffadeen Tg. Ibrahim
 - Vice President, Academy of Sciences Malaysia

: Representative from National Council of Professors (MPN), 
IEM, ACEM, FMM, UKM, UMK, SIRIM & MOF
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NEW PAM CENTRE
Date of Commencement
of Construction
Date of Completion
Contractor’s Site
Progress as of 01.06.2016

Current physical work
completed
“x” denotes completed
“/” denotes ongoing

Payment certified to date

24 March 2015

23 May 2016
Time elapsed
Percentage of projected work done
Percentage of actual work done
Percentage of Delay

426 days
100%
100%
0% ( 0 days )

RM 9,585,025.00

No

1
2
3
4
5

Items
Structures
Slabs
Beams
Columns
Lift Core
Shear Wall

Levels Completed
LG
x
x
x
x
x

G
x
x
x
x
x

1
x
x
x
x
x

2
x
x
x
x
x

3
x
x
x
x
x

4
x
x
x
x
x

5
x
x
x
x
x

6
x
x
x
x
x

7
x
x
x
x
x

RT
 x
 x
 x
 x
 x

R
x
x
x
x
x

Progress Photos from different angles
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
SECOND MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2016-2017 
HELD ON 24 JUNE 2016
Council approved the new membership applications for May 2016 of 1 Corporate Member, 
1 Retired Member, 9 Graduate Members, 4 Associate Graduate Members and 29 Student         
Members.

Council also approved the new membership applications for June 2016 of 1 Corporate 
Member, 13 Graduate Members, 41 Student Members, 1 Reinstatement of Graduate Member and 
1 Resignation.

PAM Northern Chapter reported that the Teluk Kumbar Market Complex National Design 
Competition received 37 entries and the judging session was held on 23 June 2016. The 
announcement of the winners will be held on 12 July 2016.

PAM Sabah Chapter will be celebrating Borneo Architecture Festival (Design Conference) in 
conjunction with World Architecture Day 2016 with the theme “Spatial Engagement” – how arts 
and cultural strategies enhance the community engagement. The participation will be from 1st 
until 31st October 2016. The details of the event are as follows:
i) Cardboard Sculpture Competition (1st – 31st October 2016)
ii) Architects Showcase (8th October 2016)
iii) Design Workshop (8th October 2016)
iv) International Architecture Conference (7th October 2016)
v) Cocktail Dinner (8th October 2016)

PAM Sarawak Chapter has published a book titled Kuching Legacy of the White Rajahs: A 
Sketch Book of Historical Buildings in the City of Kuching. The book can be purchased at the PAM 
Sarawak Chapter’s office.

Convention Committee reported on the PAM Convention 2016 summary resolutions as follows:
i) Crisis in Practice
 Resolution 1 – Composition of LAM
 That LAM is disconnected from the profession. For LAM to be more responsive to the needs 

of the profession, it is necessary that the representatives from the private sector be directly 
elected from the profession. Hence, out of the 10 members from the private sector in LAM 
other than the 3 representatives from PAM, the remaining 7 members are to be directly 
elected from the profession.

 Resolution 2 – Implementation of Liberalisation of the Architects Act
 That the provision of 30% of the equity being held by others be the maximum and that PAM 

communicates this to LAM. PAM shall monitor the implications of this 30% being held by 
others and give the feedback to LAM.

 Resolution 3 – PAM LAM Collaboration
 That LAM and PAM are to work more closely together to address the issues of the             

profession in order for LAM, which is largely an appointed body, to be more aware of the 
problems of practice and education.

ii) Crisis in Education
 Resolution 1 – Review and restructure of Part 3 Examination
 That the part 3 examination process is to be reviewed and redesign to be a natural  

progression from Part 1 & 2 instead of being a major hurdle to be crossed. A dedicated 
programme needs to be mapped out between LAM, PAM and the universities.

 Resolution 2 – Accreditation of architectural programmes
 That the removal of the list of recognised schools is unrealistic and will create problem 

which the profession will not be able to address and solve. This needs to be reconsidered 
seriously and that the requirement for local schools to be re-accredited once every 5 years 
to be reviewed.

 Resolution 3 – Creating diversity
 That the present curriculum is too similar amongst the schools. There is a need for diversity 

in the programmes in order to raise the level of creativity and cross fertilisation from other 
fields to be encouraged.

The Education Committee will organise 3 series of Intensive Workshop for LAM Part 3            
Examination on 25 August 2016 with the last series to be in the middle of September 2016. 
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