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Kindly note that the scheduled events above are subject to change. Please call PAM at 03-2693 4182 for confirmation.

LAM PART 3 
PROFESSIONAL 
EXAM

Topic:

kdn no: pp 1022/08/2013(032931)

24 October 2015
Venue  Wisma REHDA

CPD - Reconstructing the Idea of Islamic
Architecture from the Values of the 
Sunnahand Their Interpretation within 
the Early Ideas of Modernism by 
Professor Dr. Mohamad Tajuddin 
Mohamad Rasdi

24 October 2015
Venue Kelab Golf Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah, 
Shah Alam (KGSAAS)

PAM Golf 2015

24 October 2015
Venue TBA

PAM-ZSR Architecture Prize 2015

22 - 25 October 2015
Venue Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre 
(KLCC)

29 October 2015
Venue Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre 
(KLCC)

PAM - HOMEDEC Awards 2015 
Exhibition

PAM - HOMEDEC Awards 2015

31 October 2015
Venue Wisma REHDA

CPD - Architect Act 1967 (Act 117) - 
10 Amendment by Ar. Ezumi Harzani 
bin Ismail

19 November 2015
Venue Sime Darby Convention Centre

Housing and Urbanity Symposium 2015

13 November 2015
Venue Mandarin Oriental, Kuala Lumpur

PAM - The Edge Green Excellence 
Award 2015

November 2015
Venue Auditorium DBKL

KL Milik Kita

10 December 2015
Venue Plenary Theatre, Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC)

PPF 8.0 - Challenges and Way Forward





The LAM part 3 exam was conducted on the 1st August 
2015. Based on the data which we received from LAM, 
there were 526 candidates who sat for the exam. It was 
probably the biggest number of candidates for the LAM 
Part 3 exam in recent years.

Last year the passing rate for the LAM Part 3 exam was a 
dismal 6.5%. Out of 306 candidates who sat for the 
exam, only 20 candidates passed in 2014. If I remember 
correctly, that was the first time ever that the passing 
rate fell below 10%, and was probably the lowest         
passing rate in the history of the LAM part 3 exam. 
According to LAM’s data, for the last 10 years (from 2005 
to 2014) the passing rates for the LAM Part 3 exam were 
between 6.5% to 45%. The average number of          
candidates who sat for the professional exam for the 
same period is 220 persons, and the average number of 
candidates who passed the exam is 44 persons, which is 
about 20% passing rate.

The low passing rates doesn’t augur well for the            
profession. We need more professional architects to be 
serving the population. With more professional architects 
there will be more healthy competition among the           
architects which will encourage innovations, pushing the 
boundaries of architecture for the benefit of the public at 
large and for the development of the profession itself. 
Other professions may be looking at architects with envy 
that LAM is maintaining such high standard and strict 
professional exam regime so that all professional          
architects in the country are highly qualified to take on 
the industry’s many challenges. But on the other hand, 
the public looking at our profession will tend to speculate 
any or all of these following scenarios, as the cause         
of the very low passing rate for our professional            
examination:

1. Is there a quota to limit the number of professional 
architects in Malaysia? 

2. Is the part 3 exam purposely made difficult to 
frustrate architecture graduates?

3. Is the training provided by the industry not adequate 
to prepare the candidates to pass the part 3 exam?

4. Is the quality of the architecture graduates so bad?
5. Is the current architecture syllable not meeting the 

industry’s expectations?

Why are our architecture graduates struggling to pass 
the part 3 exam? The first question to ask would be 
whether the graduates have adequately prepared them-
selves before they actually sit for the part 3 exam. That 
preparation can come in many forms. Under the existing 
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Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia (LAM) procedure, architecture 
graduates have to log in their working experience with 
architecture firms in the various aspects of architecture 
practice for a minimum period of 2 years. 

A question may arise as to whether the graduates would 
be able to learn the knowledge and to gain the               
experience in the various aspects of architecture practice 
within those 2 years to enable them to pass the part 3 
exam and to become professional architects. Based on 
records, in the past a lot of graduate architects have 
passed the part 3 exam after their 2 years working   
experience. Judging by that, it can be deduced that the 
2 years working experience should be sufficient.          
However, it is also safe to assume that not all                  
architecture graduates are fortunate enough to be 
involved in projects which allow the graduates to cover 
all the necessary areas in architecture practice to help 
the graduates to prepare themselves to sit for and pass 
the part 3 exam. 

Some graduates who are attached with bigger firms may 
find themselves compartmentalized into doing design, or 
detail drawings only without any involvement in the 
contract implementation and management phase of the 
projects. This will definitely put the graduates at a       
disadvantage, as a lot of the experience and knowledge 
required for the graduates to become professional   
architects can be learned during the above mentioned 
stage of the project. For those fortunate graduates who 
are involved in projects from the schematic design phase 
until the final completion stage, they will have the full 
range of experience with the building bye-laws, various 
Acts and other regulations related to the industry and the 
profession during design stage until the issuance of the 
CCC.  Therefore, this group of graduates will be better 
prepared to sit for the part 3 exam. 

Even that sometimes the graduates may not be involved 
in certain types of buildings which deprive them the 
knowledge in critical areas such as fire-fighting              
requirements, in which many of the part 3 candidates 
find the questions on fire-fighting requirements to be 
very challenging. The other area where the graduates 
may not be able to learn from the office is regarding 
scale of minimum fees and employment contract with the 
client. Some offices do not share with their staff         
“classified or sensitive” information such as the letter of 
appointment, fees chargeable and invoicing the Clients 
and information of similar nature. Granted that the    
graduates are expected to be proactive to discuss with 
the principal of the office or the professional architect 
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who is signing the graduate’s log book, on the areas of 
practice that the graduates want to be involved for them 
to be better prepared for the part 3 exam. We have to 
play a better role to provide proper guidance and 
tutelage on the myriad aspects of architectural practice 
issues to graduate architects working under us. There 
need to be a better framework than just the log book 
formats to guide us on the areas of experience that we 
need to equip the graduates with, to help them better 
perform their duties as architects, and to prepare them 
to become professional architects.

Apart from all that, the graduate architects are also 
expected to take the initiative to compensate their     
working experience with self-learning of the subjects 
relevant to architecture practice. Much of this is can be 
done through reading of books especially on the PAM 
Contract, the various Acts which govern the profession 
and the industry, and also LAM circulars to members. 
Study groups whether formal or informal such as the 
Be:Ar study group has become a platform for graduate 
architects to exchange knowledge among themselves, 
guided by professional architects as preparation for the 
part 3 exam. There are also from time to time CPD    
courses organized by PAM which touches subjects 
relevant to architecture practice that the graduates can 
attend for their own benefits. PAM in 2012 had initiated 
the Professional Practice Course (PPC), a structured 
course on architecture practice which is meant to tutor 
architectural graduates on “good practice”, and indirectly 
prepare the graduates for the part 3 exam. To quote the 
coordinator for the program Ar Wan Sofiah Wan Ishak, 
“PPC’s prime focus is to build capacity and capability of 
graduate architects to professional level to ensure that 
the architectural profession provides high quality services 
to the public.” The PPC which is run as a workshop 
format this year, is divided into several modules of      
Acts and regulations, contract administrations, and 
professional ethics, and led by experienced professional 
architects to share architecture practice knowledge and 
skills from introductory level to advanced level, which the 
graduates may not have the opportunity to learn in their 
respective offices. For example the evaluation of works 
done at the site and the preparation of the interim      
certificates, since most projects nowadays engage    
quantity surveyors to carry out the task. PAM is currently 
making adjustments to improve the content of the PPC to 
better prepare the graduate architects to meet the   
industry’s expectations. PAM welcomes feedbacks from 
members on how to improve the PPC’s contents, and 
invites interested professional architects to join the 
program as facilitators of the PPC.

Ar.Mohd Zulhemlee An
President 
2015-2016
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The sender’s enquiry was as follows:-

a)  Based on PAM document Scale of 
Minimum Fees Renovation Works under 
Category 1 (Part III item 8 (1)(b)(i))

b)  Based on BAM/JKR FORM B (Revised 
1/83) document Renovation Works is 
considered as Special Services (Item 7) 

Our Client, a Government agency proposes 
to use document (b) where Renovation 
Works fee will based on Category 2.

Our Proposal to them is to use fees Scale of 
Category 1 (which is even lower than the 
Man-Month/Man-Hour for Special Services 
a dispute has arisen thus they require us to 
consult to LAM for confirmation/answer.

We believe by using fees Scale of Category 
1 is already contributing a huge discount as 
compared Man-Month/Man-Hour rate. We 
also believe this is also contributing a 
significant discount as compared to using 
PAM Architect Scale of Fees using Category 
1, where Renovation Works is categorized.

Summary of the query:

Our query with you is to get some sought 
of confirmation that using LAM/JKR Fee 
Scale Category 1 for Renovation Works is 
fair and justifiable to all parties and does 
not derivate from what has been stipulated 
under The Architect's Act.

For any update on latest circular and practice notes, please check PAM Website
http://www.pam.org.my/index.php/practice/guidelines

Latest update on Authority Rules and Guidelines

1. Senarai Semak Pematuhan Undang-undang Kecil (UUK) 34A, Undang-undang Kecil Bangunan Seragam (UKSB) 1984
2. Guideline on Budget Hotel Development

Complaints & Queries - July 2015
Nature of 
Complaint/ Queries

ANNOUNCEMENT

Complaint / Query Reply / Action to be taken

Our reply to the sender as follows:-

Architects' (Scale of Minimum Fees) 
Rules, 2010 are enforced under the 
Architects' Act. Therefore the Fee Scale 
is mandatory and is a very fair and 
justifiable Fee Scale to all parties.

Renovation works falls under Category 
1 and the fee is to be fixed based on 
Cost of Works as in Item 23 (1) (b) (i) 
Schedule of SOMF.

LAM/JKR Fee Scale are approved by 
Treasury and generally to be used for 
all government projects.

However, the LAM/JKR Fee Scale is 
actually derived from Architects (Scale 
of Minimum Fees), Rules 2010 and the 
schedule of Fees is the same. It is in 
compliance to Architects Act.

Therefore, Fee Scale for Category 1      
in LAM/JKR SOF is the same as in      
Category 1 of Architects SOMF Rules 
2010 and it's fair and justifiable to all 
parties.

I hope the above answers your query.

If you need any further clarification or 
queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
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Enquiry on Scale Of Fees For 
Basic Services (Architecture) 
for Renovations Works as 
per Architect's Act
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MALAYSIA SERVICES EXHIBITION AND 
SHOWCASE MALAYSIA 2015 
1 – 3 JULY 2015, HO CHIH MINH CITY, VIETNAM

The Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation 
(MATRADE) had organised a Malaysia Services Exhibition 
in Ho Chih Minh City, Vietnam in conjunction with 
Vietnam International Construction & Building (VICB) 
2015 from 1 – 3 July 2015 at the Saigon Exhibition & 
Convention Centre.

The objectives of the event are:
1. To introduce and promote Malaysian products and 

services in the Vietnam market;
2. To provide a platform for Malaysian exporters to find 

agents/distributors and importers;
3. To assess the local market and to familiarize with the 

local trade regulations.

There were 22 various companies from Malaysia which 
had participated in this exhibition. PAM had taken up one 
booth from the Malaysian Pavilion to promote:
1. Malaysian architects
2. GBI rating tools
3. DATUM:KL 2015
4. ARCHIDEX 2015

PAM representatives led by President Ar Mohd Zulhemlee 
An and Pn Suryati Sulong, together with En Faizal Izany 
Mastor a representative from MATRADE in Ho Chi Minh 
City paid a courtesy visit to the Ho Chih Minh City           
Association of Architects representative Mr. Bui Quang 
Hieu and Mr. Thai Ngoc Hung. 

Both parties have expressed interests to collaborate in 
the areas of architecture education. i.e exchange 
programs between architecture schools from both     
countries. PAM has also offered to help Vietnamese 

architecture graduates to find places for internship in 
Malaysia.

PAM also had secured an appointment with Mr. Nguyen 
Khanh Trung, Director of Project Department of Phu 
Long Real Estate Corporation and Mr. Nguyen Tri Dung, 
President of Network International Cooperation For 
Development. 

The meeting was also attended by En Faizal Izany Mastor 
from MATRADE, 2 architecture firms from Malaysia, and 
1 engineering firm from Malaysia.

Phu Long is currently developing a new township Dragon 
City in the Ho Chi Minh City area which covers an area of 
65 hectares. Among the components of the Dragon City 
are condominiums, commercial building, club house,  
recreational facilities, and landscaping.

Phu Long invited interested Malaysian consultants to 
submit their company profiles to participate in their 
development.
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Group photo during courtesy visit PAM and MATRADE to HCMC Association of Architects

Courtesy visit to Ho Chi Minh City HCMC Association of Architects

PAM President presenting souvenir to representative of HCMC Association 
of Architects Courtesy visit to President of Minh Tran Co. Ltd, Nguyen Tri Dung



VISIT OF PAM PRESIDENT AND OFFICE BEARERS TO
KOTA KINABALU FOR A DIALOGUE IN CONJUNCTION WITH

SABAH CHAPTER ANNUAL DINNER ON 5 JUNE 2015

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) signing ceremony 
between the Government of Malaysia represented by Ministry 
of Education and Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia was held on 9th 
July 2015 at The Everly Hotel, Putrajaya.  Majlis Apresiasi 
Industri 2015 was launched by YB. Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh,  
Minister of Education II, Malaysia.

Each Party will, subject to the laws, rules, regulations and 
national policies from time to time in force governing the 
subject matter in Malaysia, endeavour to take necessary steps 
to encourage and promote cooperation in the following areas:
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• to plan, develop and conduct Education and Training 
Programmes that will benefit both Parties.

• to provide expertise and facilities whenever possible to 
facilitate the implementation of programmes;

• to develop and periodically review the programmes and 
curriculum used in the Community Colleges; and

• to plan and implement programmes to help develop and 
upgrade the skills, knowledge and knowhow of local 
communities.

PAM PRESIDENT Ar. MOHD ZULHEMLEE AN AND Ar. WAN SOFIAH
WAN ISHAK DURING THE PART  III / GRADUATE MEMBERS

WORKSHOP HELD IN KUCHING ON 11 JULY 2015

SIGNING OF MOU BETWEEN PAM AND
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION (COMMUNITY COLLEGE)
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ACSB DIALOGUE 
SESSION
DIALOGUE SESSION BETWEEN ACSB BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS AND INSPECTORS AT PAM CENTRE
Held on Tuesday 16 June 2015, 5pm  at PAM Office, 
Kuala Lumpur

All consultants from different disciplines were present. All 
of the consultants were previously involved in ACSB’s 
inspections and report. This is the first ACSB Dialogue 
Session for 2015.

Present:
Ar Mohd Zulhemlie An, Ar Sarizal Yusman, Ar Thiri, Ar 
Ezumi, Ar Chan Seong Aun, Ar Steven Thang, Ar Anthony 
Lee Tee, Ar Menaha Ramanath, Ar Low Ai Ling, Ir Kok 
Yee-Hin (Elect), Ir Kok Yen-Kwan (Elect), Ir Jack Weng 
Loon Chan, Engr Raghib, Sr TonyThang (QS), Ar Jimmy 
Lim, Pn Raja Selamah Raja Osman (ACSB). 

The purpose of the dialogue is to discuss on the           
marketing strategy planning and to expand ACSB 
business market:-

1. ACSB to approach the Government to emphasize on 
maintenance of buildings and the M & E services.

2. ACSB to approach the Bar Council to offer services 
as expert witness.

3. ACSB to approach for the Banking Sector to provide 
inspection services for properties.

4. ACSB to promote service to home owners in the          
Government sector according to the requirement by 
Local Authorities for buildings to be inspected yearly.

5. ACSB to work together with IKRAM to provide 
inspection services for IKRAM.

6. ACSB to encourage Building Surveyors to participate 
in the inspection training provided by ACSB.

7. ACSB to continue writing articles on inspection and 
maintenance of building in newspaper and          
magazines.

8. ACSB to continue with the training programs to 
increase the number of building inspectors and to 
complement ACSB’s income.

9. ACSB to continue to do marketing through website 
and distribution of flyers in PAM events such as 
Archidex and Datum: KL.
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NEW PAM CENTRE AT JALAN TANDUK, BANGSAR

Construction of the shear wall facing NSTP in progress at 
ground floor level Lift walls shaft at ground level completed

PROJECT SUMMARY REPORT ON PAM CENTRE AS AT 31 JULY 2015

Construction commenced: 24th March 2015
Construction completion:   23rd May 2016
 
Projected completion 20.56%. Actual project completion 5.29%. 65 days behind time based on the original schedule.
 
Construction work progress:
•  Bubble deck at ground floor installation completed.
•  M&E installation at ground floor bubble deck completed.
•  Ground floor concrete flooring completed.
•  Zacklim Flat Floor Specialist Sdn Bhd flooring completed at ground floor.
•  Columns are erected and protected.
•  Column installation to level 2 in progress.
•  Foam work lift shaft from ground level to 1st level in progress.
•  Shear wall lower ground floor to ground floor completed.
•  Shear wall structure work is now in progress form ground level to 1st level.

Amount certified to date RM2,182,500.00

Lift walls shaft at ground level completed

Construction of shear wall at ground level in progress

Construction work in progress: foam work installation on new columns



The Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee reported that a meeting had been 
held with Institute Engineer Malaysia sub-committee on Dispute Resolution Practice, 
and the committee had agreed on a joint programme amongst PAM, MIArb, IEM and 
RISM. 

Council approved the new membership applications of 1 Corporate Member,           
37 Graduate Members, 2 Associate Graduate Members, 220 Student Members,                
1 Reinstatement of Corporate Member, 1 Reinstatement of Graduate Member and           
2 Resignations.

Building Information Modelling (BIM) would be mandated by year 2020. This 
relates to the BIM BootCamp to accelerate the adoption of BIM especially amongst 
Architects. It will be held from 23 to 29 August 2015 at the Vistana Hotel Kuala Lumpur, 
with targeted participants of 20 people, initiated by PAM in collaboration with CIDB.         
A BIM expert from Australia, Mr. Ario Susanto was invited to be the speaker. In             
conjunction with the BootCamp, there will a full day BIM Seminar on 25 August 2015. 

Education and School Liaison Committee informed that 39 candidates will be 
sitting for the Part I and II Exemption Special Programme. LAM has decided to launch 
the programme again to encourage more candidates to sit for the exemption 
programme this year. The first group for the interview session will be in August or 
September 2015.
 
Media and Publications Committee has started to publish and update all events, 
announcements and ongoing programs held by PAM and PAM Social Media. The       
committee welcome all PAM members to follow the pages.

The channels for PAM Social Media.
i) YouTube – PAM Pertubuhan Architect Malaysia
ii) Google+ – PAM Pertubuhan Architect Malaysia 
iii) Twitter – PAM@pam_architect
iv) Instagram – Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia @pam_architecture
v) LinkedIn – PAM Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia – Malaysian Institute of Architects
vi) Facebook – PAM Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia

Membership, Youth and Constitution Committee reported on the statistics of 
active Members in PAM and Lembaga Akitek Malaysia (LAM). It was found that 700 
Members in LAM are not Members in PAM. The Committee would convince these 
Non-PAM Members to register their membership with PAM. 

The DOMA College is targeted to commence PAM-DOMA Collaboration for                    
Inspector-of-Works Courses operations in October 2015 with the first intake.

The quality Restroom Association Malaysia (QRAM) is organising the World Toilet          
Association’s 2nd World Toilet Convention and Exhibition in November 2015.

RIBA-USA has invited PAM to collaborate in organising the 2nd Annual Royal Institute of 
British Architects – USA International Symposium “Leapfrog from Disaster – Manila / 
Palawan”. PAM has agreed to collaborate with them and PAM will be sending one     
speaker for the symposium.

Urban Wellbeing, Sustainable Housing and Environmental Resilience         
Committee reported that the Urban and Housing Symposium will be held on 19 
November 2015.

PAM Council 2015-2016
president
Ar Mohd Zulhemlee An

deputy president
Ar Lilian Tay Wai Fun 

vice president
Ar Ang Chee Cheong

honorary secretary
Ar Sarizal Yusman Yusoff

honorary treasurer
Ar Thirilogachandran a/l Shanmugasundram

immediate past president
Ar Chan Seong Aun 

past presidents on council
Ar David Teh 
Tan Sri Ar Haji Esa Mohamed
Ar Haji Hussein Hamzah 
Ar Haji Saifuddin Ahmad

council members
Ar Adrianta Aziz
Ar Ahmad Ridha Abd Razak
Ar Alice Leong Pek Lian 
Ar Alvin Lim Hai Seah
Ar Erdayu Os’hara Omar
Ar Mustapha Kamal Zulkarnain
Ar Norzaini Mufti @ Ahmat
Ar Sarly Adre Sarkum
Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann 
Dato’ Ar Maurice Wee Beng Teck 
Dato’ Ar Kevin Woo Thin Fook, 
Ar Zamri Ismail
Ar Zulkhairi Md Zain

chairman northern chapter
Ar Goh Ching Keng

chairman southern chapter
Ar Haji Muhamad Zawawi Zainuddin 

chairman sabah chapter 
Ar Jebb Liew Kim Kiong

chairman sarawak chapter 
Ar Mike Boon Chee Khian 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
THIRD MEETING OF PAM COUNCIL 2015-2016 
HELD ON 31 JULY 2015
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