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Societies continuously evolve. In rapidly developing Malaysia, changes seem to come at an accelerating pace.  

 

Effective policies have lifted millions out of poverty, from 49.3% in 1970 to 3.8% in 2009, into an exploding 

middle class. Infant mortality has fallen and the cost of raising children has risen. Delayed parenthood has 

become a rising trend as has remaining single; family sizes have shrunk.  

 

Healthcare has improved and we are living longer; Malaysia will become an ageing society in less than 2 

decades. Retirement age has been raised to stem the declining number of taxpayers and productivity. 

 

The ways we sustain ourselves are also changing. Organisations are ever more regionally and internationally 

interconnected, susceptible to the volatilities of mercurial geo-politics, but at the same time benefitting from 

the opened flood gates of global trade that lead to the doorstep of the humblest online trader.  

 

Technological innovations constantly disrupt established norms and many Malaysians embrace the sharing 

economy, continuously learning and adapting. Traditional employment inexorably gives way to 

entrepreneurial thinking of the 4th Industrial Age and gig economy.  But the thorny matter of foreign labour 

remains despite these advancements.  

 

In the ten years between 2000 and 2010 Malaysia’s labour force grew 30% from 9.5 million to 12.4 million.  

Of this, foreign labour doubled from 751 thousand to 1.5 million; they have become an integral, yet often 

grudgingly acknowledged, part of our economy.  At 3.1 million today, the population of foreigners has 

surpassed Malaysian Indians and by 2040 they are expected to reach 24.2% of the population, overtaking 

Malaysian Chinese.  Foreigners may become the second largest social group in Malaysia by mid 21st century.  

Parts of our hollowing cities have already been quietly filled in by foreigners.  KL’s old Chinatown is now less 

Chinese than Bangladeshi.   

** 

How will our cities and buildings respond to this changing face of Malaysian society?  

 

What kind of new physical and institutional demands can we expect in the coming decades?  What will 

Malaysian homes and neighbourhoods look like in the mid-21st century? Where will we work? How will we 

meet and play?  

 

More importantly, how do we get there from where we are now?  

 

Explore these questions and more at PAM’s Housing & Urbanity Symposium 2018, 20 October 2018.  

 



 

 

** insert the following questions for the respective speakers 

 

FOR DBKL 

How has DBKL responded to this changing face of Malaysian society and Kuala Lumpur? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional demands does DBKL anticipate in the coming decades?  What 

will Malaysian cities, neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21s century? Where will we work? How 

will we meet and play?  

 

How do you think our cities and buildings should respond to this changing face of Malaysian society?  More 

importantly, how do we get there from where we are now? 

 

FOR TN 50 

How has the government responded to this changing face of Malaysian society? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional demands does the government expect in the coming decades?  

What will Malaysian cities, neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21st century? How will we live? 

Where will we work? How will we meet and play?  

 

How do you think our cities and buildings should respond to this changing face of Malaysian society?  More 

importantly, how do we get there from where we are now?  

 

FOR WAN SOFIAH 

How have architects responded to this changing face of Malaysian society? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional demands should architects anticipate in the coming decades?  What 

will Malaysian cities, neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21st century? Where will we work? 

How will we meet and play?  

 

How do you think the concepts and designs of our cities and buildings should evolve in response to this 

changing face of Malaysian society?  More importantly, how do we get there from where we are now? 

 

DATO NAFISAH RADIN  

 

How has the building industry responded to the changing face of Malaysian society? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional demands you expect in the coming decades?  What will Malaysian 

cities, neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21st century? How will we live? Where will we work? 

How will we meet and play?  



 

 

How do you think businesses should position themselves in response to this changing face of Malaysian 

society?  More importantly, how do we get there from where we are now 

 

FOR THINKCITY, TETAWOWE, SEKSAN 

How would you respond to this changing face of Malaysian society in your work? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional changes are needed in the coming decades?  What should 

Malaysian cities, neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21st century? How will we live? Where will 

we work? How will we meet and play?  

 

How do you think the concepts and designs of our cities and buildings should evolve in response to this 

changing face of Malaysian society?  More importantly, how do we get there from where we are now? 

 

FOR ALEXANDRA JEYOUN LEE 

How should architects and city managers respond to this changing face of society to make our cities more 

resilient? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional changes are needed in the coming decades?  What should cities, 

neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21st century? Where will we work? How will we meet and 

play?  

 

How will building resilience in our cities and societies help in addressing the challenges of a changing 

demographic?  More importantly, how do we get there from where we are now? 

 

 

FOR TONY FERNANDEZ  

How are businesses responding to this changing face of Malaysian society? 

 

What kind of new physical and institutional demands should businesses expect in the coming decades?  What 

will Malaysian cities, neighbourhoods and homes look like in the mid-21st century? How will we live? Where 

will we work? How will we meet and play?  

 

How do you think businesses should position themselves in response to this changing face of Malaysian 

society?  More importantly, how do we get there from where we are now 


